               PRESIDENT'S REPORT,  MAY 2009
     The long cold winter has passed and spring has arrived.  It is time to dig out the Motor Home and start planning for a busy season of organized rallies.
We visited with many of you during the winter in Florida. The Super Tampa RV show, the SEA rally in Brooksville, the gathering at Clermont, Florida and of course the many RV parks around Zephyrhills drew many of us together.
Many changes are taking place in the RV industry due to the economic downturn.  Virtually all sponsorship funding from the Motor Home manufacturers and dealers has dried up. This, in turn, has had a negative impact on planning and participation at rallies.
     FMCA has been severely affected by20this loss of financial support and have been forced to severely cut back their operating expenses.
The FMCA executive director has been instructed to cut the 2009 operating expenses by $800,000.
     Most Motor Home manufacturers have reduced participation in their private clubs and have severely reduced or eliminated publication of their monthly newsletter.

     New membership numbers are falling rapidly.  Hence, FMCA has introduced two new initiatives to help stimulate new recruitment.

1.  Each chapter will be given 5 free memberships in FMCA to be passed on to perspective members for a one year period.  It is hoped that the member will renew that membership at the end of the free period. The Perfect Circle Chapter decided to match this initiative by also contributing 5 free memberships for the one year period.

2.  A static cling sign is to be provided to each Motor Home which says “ASK ME ABOUT FAMILY MOTOR COACH.”   It is hoped by hanging this sign in every Motor Coach window, greater interest and awareness will be created.

     There are many Rallies lined up for a very busy summer.  Please note the list included and plan now to attend.

     I remind you of the FMCA Governing Board Meeting at Bowling Green, Ohio, July20-23, 2009.  Also, the Northeast Area Rally at Essex Junction, Vermont, August 12- 15, 2009.  A special effort to attend one or both of these meetings would be greatly appreciated.

     As many of you know, Sam Allen has resigned as VP of the NEA for personal reasons.  Paul DuBois is the only candidate offering and undoubtedly will be elected in July.  To Sam and Patty, we say thank you for a job well done and for representing Perfect Circle so well.  To Paul, we extend our congratulations and best wishes.  From the contact I have had with Paul over recent days, I am sure we are in good hands and Perfect Circle will continue to be represented in the same efficient manner we have become accustomed to.
     I wish you all a great summer and look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming rallies.

     Safe traveling,  Don Hatheway, President Perfect Circle
NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                              May  2009                                                                             
Leah and I are in Ottawa as I write this, helping out with the arrival on May 13 of our 9th grandchild, Sarah Lucia Devlin. We missed the recent executive meeting, and probably some FMCA mail at home, so I feel a bit out of touch. Anyway, I’ll just touch on a couple of items.

National/Area News

Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 20-23, 2009, Bowling Green, Ohio

Northeast Area Rally – August 12-15, Essex Junction, Vermont
President Don and I are searching for someone to represent our Chapter as a Temporary Delegate at the Bowling Green Governing Board Meeting, and expect to have this firmed up soon with an excellent candidate . Given the present state of the economy and the RV industry, some difficult issues will be addressed at this meeting. The objective of course is to keep FMCA strong, maintain services to members and a strong presence in the industry, all in the face of declining revenues.

Our Chapter supports Paul Dubois as a candidate for FMCA Vice President for the Northeast Area. He is obviously very active and we are confident that he will serve our Area and FMCA well. 

The Essex Junction Rally promises to be a good one and we hope that many Perfect Circlers will be there. 
Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin 

EDITOR REPORT  …    by Brenda Sullivan
     As I sit here gathering all my information via emails, and producing what I hope is a good newsletter,  I find it is starting to get easier.  This time it took me approximately eight hours, to sort, gather, organize, correct some incoming items, (haha), format, save, print my copy, proof read, correct if necessary, reprint, email and fax pages to UPS (the printer store), call Louise and tell her it has been sent, wait for Kathy at UPS to email me back telling me she has received everything and it is……  “OK”.   PHEW..finished.  It is a very complicated and time consuming task, but I do enjoy  doing it. So, please enjoy it.

     John and I were able to escape to Florida for the winter months, and had a great time.  We did manage to see some snow in the woods when we drove home April 27.  The time away seemed to go by quickly, but now we are involved with the Perfect Circle Chapter of  FMCA and the N. B. Antique Automobile Club.   We keep ourselves very busy.  Wouldn’t it be a dull life if we were not fortunate enough to belong to to organizations such as these?  To be able to meet and greet everyone in our Chapter and other Chapters when we all get together at the rallies.  Take time to just think about that..

ANSWERS TO LAST NEWSLETTERS GAME:

  1.  I understand                                              13.  Very Interesting

  2.  Man over board                                         14.  Right in the middle of 

  3.  Undercover agent                                              everything

  4.  Long underwear                                        15.  Down town

  5.  Scrambled eggs                                         16.  Reading between the lines

  6.  Mixed up kid                                             17.  Up in arms

  7.  Sick in bed                                                 18.  Rising Costs

  8.  Broken Heart                                             19.  Touch Down

  9.  Neon Lights

10.Three degrees below zero

11.One in a Million                                        “Easy now isn’t it?”

12. Time after time

Vice President’s/Wagonmasters Report,  May 2009

The St. Martins Lobster Fest rally will again be held at Century Farms Campground in St. Martins June 12-14th, 2009, and the registration form is attached to this newsletter. We have 15 registrations as of May 13. This year’s rally will be more of an “at home” event with a minimum of scheduled activities. The lobster will be cooked on Friday afternoon and the campground will provide entertainment Saturday evening. Bring some goodies to be shared for Friday and Saturday Happy Hours if you wish.  

The next week-end, June 19-21, 2009, will be the 2009 Spring Rally to be held in Saint John at  Exhibition Park Raceway, and the registration form for this event is also attached to this newsletter.  To date, 18 coaches are registered. Please register as soon as possible to assist in the planning for this event.  We will be having an auction, IF people bring “stuff” to donate.  A tentative schedule of activities is attached to this newsletter. We also like to extend a special invitation to our friends in Maine Wheels and Scotia Roamers

Glynn Salter has been working with the organizers of the Don Messer 100th year Jubilee to be held in Harvey Station, N.B. the first week of August, to set up a parking area from which we can partake in the numerous events planned for that week.  Unfortunately it appears that there is a lack of interest on the part of the festival organizers in finding a suitable parking area for us. In addition it looks like the attendance fees for the various events would have added a considerable cost to each person. We have therefore reluctantly decided to cancel this event. Should you wish to attend on an individual basis, please refer to their website for more details. (www.donmesser100.ca) It still looks like a Great Event to attend.

Because of the Harvey event we had decided not to have the rally on PEI which had been considered for early July. Unfortunately it is too late to revisit this decision, so we will try for a Bannister rally in August. More later. 

We may be looking for a back-up rally master for the Sussex Balloon Fest rally. Mike McCawley and I have all the information needed to assist whoever volunteers and will be glad to help.

The second annual general meeting, which has normally been held at this rally, has been moved to the Last Hurrah Rally, as Wishing Star Campground has excellent accommodations for a meeting. (It is dry!!)

The Last Hurrah Rally will again be held in Shediac and Don and Claudette Morrow will be hosting again.  The dates are October 2nd to 4th 2009. More details to follow.

Anyone interested in taking over the position of Sunshine Secretary, please contact me as soon as possible or speak to Marie Salter for details of the position.

Frank Boers, Vice-Pres, Wagon Master

Perfect Circle Sunshine Report

It is with sadness that I announce the passing of  Ed Burnett.  Ed and Chris were members of our club for many years.  A memorial was made to honor Ed’s memory.

Get well card was sent to Barb Holleran,  who spent some time in hospital.  Barb is home now .

Respectfully submitted by Marie Salter
WOMEN ON WHEELS
Spring is a welcome sight after the cold snowy winter many of you had.  By the time you have read this newsletter,  WOW gals will have actually had two luncheons.  We had one luncheon in Dade City in Florida in which there were 12 ladies able to attend.What a great day it was to have twelve ladies from Perfect Circle get together for lunch , most were in their red and purple attire.

The second luncheon was held in Sussex and there were 24 red hatters in attendance.  It is always great to see all the gals that we haven’t seen since fall and get all caught up with what is going on in everyone’s life.   It is a colorful affair when we all get together.  We had our little auction with play money so that is always lots of fun.

The next big event for a few of us will be the Red Hat Hoot here in Fredericton at which 450 ladies will be attending from all over NB, some from NS and a few more from Maine.  That’s a full house for the Organizing committee.  After that we have been invited to attend the ladies Luncheon at the Spring Rally in our red and purple attire so please watch for details re that luncheon from the Rally masters.  It is really wonderful to dress up in our finery and get together with a group of women.  A great way to better get to know the other ladies in our Perfect Circle Chapter.

Respectfully submitted;

Queen Mommy Marie

	Perry Georgia Convention 
Thoughts from Alice and Harry O’Neill,  F266975
  

Harry and I attended the Perry, Ga. Convention in March and had a wonderful time. 

We always wanted to attend this convention but we are usually out in Texas or Arizona all winter. This year we explored the coastal areas of South Carolina and Georgia, so getting to Perry worked out well. This winter we were 10 weeks along the coasts and visiting as many barrier island we could reach legally and we only had to use I 95 once for 20 minutes.
We met my sister-in-law, Jean Pryor (Perfect Circle member) and the Full Timers Chapter on Saturday at the holding area. 

We parked with the Full Timers and volunteered with them working the FMCA Store. Great fun volunteering and we also enjoyed the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on Sunday. There were over 600 volunteers. 

Numbers were down at Perry, instead of 6000 coaches there were about 2800 plus 300 new coaches with those vendors. 

We met two Scotia Roamers people (I am sorry I didn’t write down their names) in the Holding Area. They were expecting 6-7 coaches. We were unable to find where the Roamers were parked during Convention. 

It rained for three days and cold rain, like the November rains in New Brunswick. 

 I even dug out my winter coat which felt good! 

Mud was everywhere especially out in the large fields. But the sun came out and it was lovely weather for the rest of the week. 

We attended many seminars, had several service calls for the coach, tried a truly local dish called “Brunswick Stew”. We didn’t take any of the tours offered since we were in the Cordele area for several days before Convention and we explored Plains and Andersonville ourselves. 

We did attend the Northeast area meeting on Wednesday. We saw Sam and Patti Allen. All of the chapter members who were present from Ontario, Quebec and New England all came over to us and said 

 ‘ when are you having another Northeast Area convention in the Maritimes’. 

They all are still talking about the PEI convention!! 

They asked us to please bring back their greetings to the Maritimes and they are ready to help at the next Maritime NE convention. 

From Convention we returned to Cordele with several members of the Full Timer’s chapter for a “3 T’s” two night rally. “3T” stands for ‘to dump, to wash (cloths), to rest (really needed after Convention). 

Since we are still in a roaming about phase of RVing, we always try to plan to visit a local rally or convention.  It is always a good time 


 


                            DON MESSER CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Perfect Circle Chapter was contacted by the Harvey Centennial Committee to attend or arrange a rally at their celebration from August 1/09 to August 8/09.However,parking facilities for a motorhome group were not available,therefore,we will pass the info along re the agenda for any one wishing to attend on their own.

Attached are two sample pages of their agenda with their web site address for more information ( DonMesser100-home)   

Submitted by Glynn Salter


NURSE'S HEART ATTACK EXPERIENCE  …  VERY INFORMATIVE
I am an ER nurse and this is the best description of this event that I have ever heard/read.! 

FEMALE HEART ATTACKS
I was aware that female heart attacks are different, but this is the best description I've ever read.
Women and heart attacks (Myocardial infarction). Did you know that women rarely have the same dramatic symptoms that men have when experiencing heart attack .. 
You know, the sudden stabbing pain in the chest, the cold sweat, grabbing the chest & dropping to the floor that we see in the movies. Here is the story of one woman's experience with a heart attack.
'I had a heart attack at about 10 :30 PM with NO prior exertion, NO prior emotional trauma that one would suspect might have brought it on. I was sitting all snugly & warm on a cold evening, with my purring cat in my lap, reading an interesting story my friend had sent me, and actually thinking, 'A-A-h, this is the life, all cozy and warm in my soft, cushy Lazy Boy with my feet propped up.
A moment later, I felt that awful sensation of indigestion, when you've been in a hurry and grabbed a bite of sandwich and washed it down with a dash of water, and that hurried bite seems to feel like you've swallowed a golf ball going down the esophagus in slow motion and it is most uncomfortable. You realize you shouldn't have gulped it down so fast and needed to chew it more thoroughly and this time drink a glass of water to hasten its progress down to the stomach. This was my initial sensation---the only trouble was that I hadn't taken a bite of anything since about 5:00 p.m.
After it seemed to subside, the next sensation was like little squeezing motions that seemed to be racing up my SPINE  
(hind-sight, it was probably my aorta spasms), gaining speed as they continued racing up and under my sternum (breast bone, where one presses rhythmically when ministering CPR).
This fascinating process continued on into my throat and branched out into both jaws. 'AHA!! NOW I stopped puzzling about what was happening -- we all have read and/or heard about pain in the jaws being one of the signals of an MI happening, haven't we? I said aloud to myself and the cat,  
Dear God, I think I'm having a heart attack!  I lowered the foot rest dumping the cat from my lap, started to take a step and fell on the floor instead. I thought to myself, If this is a heart attack, I shouldn't be walking into the next room where the phone is or anywhere else ... but, on the other hand, if I don't, nobody will know that I need help, and if I wait any longer I may not be able to get up in a moment.
I pulled myself up with the arms of the chair, walked slowly into the next room and dialed the Paramedics .... I told her I thought I was having a heart attack due to the pressure building under the sternum and radiating into my jaws. I didn't feel hysterical or afraid, just stating the facts. She said she was sending the Paramedics over immediately, asked if the front door was near to me, and if so, to un-bolt the door and then lie down on the floor where they could see me when they came in. 
I unlocked the door and then laid down on the floor as instructed and lost consciousness, as I don't remember the medics coming in, their examination, lifting me onto a gurney or getting me into their ambulance, or hearing the call they made to St. Jude ER on the way, but I did briefly awaken when we arrived and saw that the radiologist was already there in his surgical blues and cap, helping the medics pull my stretcher out of the ambulance. He was bending over me asking questions (probably something like 'Have you taken any medications?') but I couldn't make my mind interpret what he was saying, or form an answer, and nodded off again, not waking up until the Cardiologist and  partner had already threaded the teeny angiogram balloon up my femoral artery into the aorta and into my heart where they installed 2 side by side stints to hold open my right coronary artery. 
'I know it sounds like all my thinking and actions at home must have taken at least 20-30 minutes before calling the paramedics, but actually it took perhaps 4-5 minutes before the call, and both the fire station and St. Jude are only minutes away from my home, and my Cardiologist was already to go to the OR in his scrubs and get going on restarting my heart (which had stopped somewhere between my arrival and the procedure) and installing the stints. 
'Why have I written all of this to you with so much detail? Because I want all of you who are so important in my life to know what I learned first hand.' 
1. Be aware that something very different is happening in your body not the usual men's symptoms but inexplicable things happening (until my sternum and jaws got into the act). It is said that many more women than men die of their first (and last) MI because they didn't know they were having one and commonly mistake it as indigestion, take some Maalox or other anti-heartburn preparation and go to bed, hoping they'll feel better in the morning when they wake up ... which doesn't happen. My female friends, your symptoms might not be exactly like mine, so I advise you to call the Paramedics if ANYTHING is unpleasantly happening that you've not felt before. 
It is better to have a 'false alarm' visitation than to risk your life guessing what it might be! 
2. Note that I said 'Call the Paramedics.' And if you can- take an aspirin. Ladies, TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE!  
Do NOT try to drive yourself to the ER - you are a hazard to yourself and others on the road. 
Do NOT have your panicked husband who will be speeding and looking anxiously at what's happening with you instead of the road. 
Do NOT call your doctor -- he doesn't know where you live and if it's at night you won't reach him anyway, and if it's daytime, his assistants (or answering service) will tell you to call the Paramedics. He doesn't carry the equipment in his car that you need to be saved! The paramedics do, principally OXYGEN that you need ASAP. Your Dr. will be notified later. 
3. Don't assume it couldn't be a heart attack because you have a normal cholesterol count. Research has discovered that a cholesterol elevated reading is rarely the cause of an MI (unless it's unbelievably high and/or accompanied by high blood pressure). MIs are usually caused by long-term stress and inflammation in the body, which dumps all sorts of deadly hormones into your system to sludge things up in there.  
Pain in the jaw can wake you from a sound sleep.  Let’s be careful and be aware.  


PUT YOUR CAR KEYS BESIDE YOUR BED AT NIGHT

Tell your spouse, your children, your neighbors, your parents your, Dr's office, the check-out girl at the market, everyone you run across.

Put your car keys beside your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home or someone trying to get in your house, just press the panic button for your car. The alarm will be set off, and the horn will continue to sound until either you turn it off or the car battery dies.

This tip came from a neighborhood watch coordinator. Next time you come home for the night and you start to put your keys away, think of this:

It's a security alarm system that you probably already have and requires no installation. Test it. It will go off from most everywhere inside your house and will keep honking until your battery runs down or until you reset it with the button on the key fob chain. It works if you park in your driveway or garage If your car alarm goes off when someone is trying to break into your house, odds are the burglar rapist won't stick around... After a few seconds all the neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who is out there and sure enough the criminal won't want that. And remember to carry your keys while walking to your car in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way there.  This is something that should really be shared with everyone.  Maybe it could save a life or a sexual abuse crime.

P.S. I am sending this to everyone I know because I think it is fantastic. Would also be useful for any emergency, such as a heart attack, where you can't reach a phone. 
***********************************************************************


KETCHUP    A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right now. She's hitting the bottle.' 
 
POWER OF OBSERVATION

a quiz about things you see every day…don’t look, take a guess!
 1.  On a standard traffic light, is the green on top, middle, bottom?

 2.  How many states are there in the USA?  49, 50, 51?

 3.  In which hand is the Statue of Liberty’s torch?  Left or Right?

 4.  What six colors are on the classic Campbell’s soup can?

       a.  gray, red, white, yellow, black, gold

       b.  blue, red white, yellow, black, gold

       c.  blue, red, white, green black, gold

 5.  What 2 numbers on the phone dial don’t have letters by them?

       a.  0 & 9

       b.  5 & 0

       c.  1 & 0

 6.   When you walk does your left arem swing along with your right or left leg?  (don’t you dare get up to see) Right or left?

 7.  How many sides are there on a standard pencil?  4, 5, or 6?

 8.  How many curves are there on a standard paper clip?  2,3,or 4?

 9.  How many l ug nuts are on a standard car wheel?  5, 6, or 8?

10.  Do books have even-numbered pages on the left or right?

         (Don’t you dare look!!!!)

11.  On which side of a woman’s blouse are the buttons? Right/left

12.  How many matches are in a standard pack of matches?  

        20, 24, or 32?

