PRESIDENT'S  REPORT MARCH  NEWSLETTER  2009

  It is difficult to imagine that the winter has slipped by and spring is just around the corner.

  I have had the pleasure of crossing paths with many of our motor home friends in sunny Florida over recent days, but I know many of you weathered a long cold winter back home. I trust the winter has been kind to you, both economically and in health. The media and the Political Opposition Parties have tried desperately to convince everybody that the sky is falling. I remind you that the human mind is not always our friend. We always attract into our life what we think about most.  The nature of our mind is to center on the worst case scenario and “what if” any number of bad things happen. It is seldom as bad as our mind would like us to believe. I remind you that we are a blessed people. With good health , a positive attitude, a democratic government, and thinking good thoughts, everything is going to be alright. That is a biblical principal as outlined in Proverbs 23:7.

 If you haven't done so already, plan to dig out the Motor Home and to join us in St Martins, St John, Sussex, Shediac and who knows where else during the summer.  We have an exciting summer program lined up. We look forward to seeing you all in St Martins in the early summer.

                                            Don Hatheway, President
New Members:  We wish to welcome our newest members, Wayne & Sandy Harper, from Sackville , N. B.  FMCA# 404270.

New email addresses:  Shirley Naus  -  dsnauss@nb.sympatico.ca
                                     Don & Claudette Morrow -  peskj@comcast.net 
NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                              March, 2009                                                                             

Leah and I are still in Sebring Florida as I write this, returning home April 22. The winter is marching along, and it won’t be long until we are back into our 2009 round of events; as always we much look forward to them all. 

This has been an eventful winter on both sides of the border, what with federal political campaigns and elections, the aftermaths of these, and the continuing economic and financial concerns which seem destined to be with us for some time. We can probably all stand some ‘good news’, so the chances to see our Perfect Circle friends again will be welcomed opportunities. The drop in fuel prices will also be a help!

National/Area News

Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Winter Convention – March 16-19, Perry, Georgia

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 20-23, 2009, Bowling Green, Ohio

Northeast Area Rally – August 12-15, Essex Junction, Vermont

Northeast Area News

We have learned with regret that Sam Allen will not be reoffering for another term as our Area Vice President. I am sure that all Perfect Circlers appreciate his work and service on our behalf, attendance at our rallies, and representing our chapter one year at a Governing Board Meeting. We wish many more years of happy motorhoming for him and Patti.

Safe travels for those of you returning from the south.
Saint John here we come!

Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin 

Bulletin Editors Report 

Just a few short words this time from sunny Florida.  John and I are really fortunate to be able to enjoy ourselves here away from all that snow.  We will be home April 27th, if everything runs smoothly.

First, I would like to congratulate the 3 winners and 1 runner-up winner for playing the “Mental Flexibility Test # 1”.  The winners, (in order I received them)  are Marilyn / Ed Prosser, Glenna / Derek Cornford, and Bev / Don Dunn.  The 1 runner up is Connie Ross.  She had them all answered, BUT, two of the answers were not the ones I was looking for (but great job.)  I thank them and any others who attempted the test.  The answers are as follows:

1.  4 = Q in a G……….4 quarts in a gallon

2.  24 = H in a D……..24 hours in a Day

3.  29 = D in F in LY…..29 Days in February in Leap Year

4.  40 = D and N of the GF…....40 Days and Nights of the Great Flood

5.  8 = S on a S S…….8 Sides on a Stop Sign

6.  52 = C in a D of C ……52 Cards in a Deck of Cards

7.  12 = M in a Y……12 Months in a Year

8.  1 = H on a U……1 Horn on a Unicorn

9.  7= D in a W…..7 Days in a Week

10.  52 = W of a Y….52 Weeks of a Year

11.  2 = W on a B…..2 Wheels on a Bicycle

12.  1 = HH per D…..1 Happy Hour per Day

13.  12 = E in a D….12 Eggs in a Dozen

14.  88 = K on a P….88 Keys on a Piano

15.  102 = F in the E S B…102 Floors in the Empire State Building

They all seem simple NOW don’t they.  Try my next test!!??

I hope everyone is having a healthy and happy start in this new year of 2009.  As the year progresses, please try to attend some of our rallies planned throughout the season.  And remember, if you have anything you wish to put in a future newsletter, please email me and I will do my best to make sure it goes in.  (eg., birthdays, anniversaries, happy stories, items for sale, recipes, hints, clues, cute things,…help me out…)       brenda_john@hotmail.com

1st Vice President’s / Wagonmasters  Report, March 2009
Well, the winter is coming to an end, although, as I write this,  you would not know it from looking outside. We are experiencing the 11th significant snowstorm of the season and it is nearly impossible to find room to pile the stuff! 

The St. Martins Lobster Fest rally will again be held at Century Farms Campground in St. Martins June 12-14th, 2009, and the registration form is attached to this newsletter.  This year’s rally will be more of an “at home” event with a minimum of scheduled activities. The lobster will be cooked on Friday (to be confirmed) and the campground will provide entertainment on Saturday evening.  There is a possibility of a bus trip to the end of the Fundy Trail as well.

The next week-end, June 19-21, 2009, will be the 2009 Spring Rally to be held in Saint John at  Exhibition Park Raceway, and the registration form for this event is also attached to this newsletter.  Please register early to assist in the planning for this event.

Glynn Salter is working with the organizers of the Don Messer 100th year Jubilee to be held in Harvey Station, N.B. the first week of  August, to set up a parking area from which we can partake in the numerous events planned for that week.  More details to follow at a later date.

Because of the Harvey event we have decided not to have the rally on PEI which had been considered for early July.

We are looking for a rally master for the Sussex Balloon Fest rally. I have all the information needed to assist whoever volunteers and will be glad to help.

The Last Hurrah Rally will again be held in Shediac and I believe Don and Claudette Morrow will be hosting again, but I have been unable to confirm this. More details to follow.

Frank Boers

2nd  Vice Presidents Report:

Kathy and I attended the Southeast Area Rally in Brooksville, Florida in February. Attendance was down this year but we really enjoyed ourselves. The evening entertainment was excellent including Bill Haley's Comets. We didn't see many Perfect Circle folks but did see Larry and Nancy MacInnis from Scotia Roamers and also Perfect Circle. They introduced us to a couple of our newer members, Caroline & Armand Bourque. We look forward to seeing them at some of the rallys closer to home. Time is flying by and it  will soon be time to start wandering home. See you in the spring.

Regards, Mike McCawley
[image: image1.jpg]


Jim Hodge, F12, St. Andrews, New Brunswick

Family, Perfect Circle Chapter and other FMCA members, and his other many friends are deeply saddened with the passing on September 3 of this great pioneer member. His death came peacefully, after prolonged illnesses.

Jim was born April 22, 1925 at Sherbrooke, Quebec, where he spent much of his working career in the trucking business, owning and operating his own firm for many years. It was a natural for him to develop a keen interest in motor homes, and he converted several buses over the years. A more recent one bore the name “Gidday Up Go”, and that tied in with his love for show horses. 

Jim is survived by his cherished partner of seventeen years, Lurlene (Lou) Leroux, daughters Christine of Montreal, Lori of Cambridge, Roxanne of Meneuth, Ontario, as well as eight grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife Versall, and a son Larry.

In addition to the hobbies already mentioned, Jim was an avid fisherman, a golfer, and always had a home workshop where he loved to tinker with motors, repairing mostly anything, and building things. But probably his greatest love was for motor homing. He was a founding member of FMCA, and often talked of the meeting at Hinckley, Maine, where it all started. He sometimes recalled that he and Eric Webster, F16, were Canadian participants at Hinckley, thus making FMCA an international organization from the very beginning. He was continuously active, holding membership in Green Mountain Chapter where he was a Past President, and later belonged to Perfect Circle Chapter for the many years up to the time of his death. He maintained extensive files of early meeting notes and correspondence, and kept every issue of Family Motor Coaching magazine ever published.

Lou has indicated that she plans to remain a member of Perfect Circle, and her many friends will look forward to continuing to see her at rallies.

 “To all My Perfect Circle Friends,”

     I would like to thank you one and all for your concern about Jim, and all the cards I have received, and a  special Thanks to the entire Chapter for the Memorial Stone you are putting in the walkway at Hinkley School, in Jim’s memory.    With Deep appreciation,  Lou Hodge

 

                             
SUNSHINE REPORT ,MARCH /09
     The good news is that our members have been relatively healthy over the late fall and early winter.  Cards were sent to Elsie Deslaurier as she had surgery and to Fran Reid who is now recouperating  after her stroke.  Fran is under-going physio at St Joseph’s Hospital and is doing very well.  Bev and Dave Langille were able to go to Florida after all, and Bev has seen some improvement with the treatment on her eye. So stay healthy, eat well and enjoy everyday.  Happy Birthdays / Anniversaries to all.
Respectfully submitted,   Marie Salter,  Sunshine Chairperson

*************************************************************
“Swiffer Wetjet”        (some important information)
     Recently,  someone had to have their 5-year old German Shepherd dog put down due to liver failure. The dog was completely healthy until a few weeks ago so they had a necropsy done to see what the cause was. The liver levels were unbelievable as if the dog had ingested poison of some kind. The dog is kept inside and when he is outside someone's with him so the idea of him getting into something unknown was hard to believe. My neighbor started going through all the items in the house. When he got to  the Swiffer Wetjet,  he noticed in very tiny print a warning which stated 'may be harmful to small children and animals.' He called the company to ask what the contents of the cleaning agent are and was astounded to find out that antifreeze is one of the ingredients (actually he was told it's a compound which is one molecule away from antifreeze).

     Therefore just by the dog walking on the floor cleaned with the

Solution then licking its own paws it ingested enough of the solution to destroy its liver.  Soon after his dogs death, his housekeepers two cats also died of liver failure.  They both used the Swiffer Wetjet for quick cleanups on their floors.  Necropsies weren’t done on the cats so they couldn’t file a lawsuit, but he asked that we spread the word to as many people as possible, so they don’t lose their animals.  This is equally harmful to babies and small children that play on the floor a lot and put their fingers in their mouths a lot.

PLEASE, EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE BABIES, SMALL CHILDREN OR OWN A PET PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO ANYONE WHO DOES.

                                   
WOMEN ON WHEELS, MARCH /09
 
HELLO GALS I AM PREPARING THIS REPORT AS I SIT IN THE SUNNY SOUTH BUT THERE ARE JUST A COUPLE OF THING  THAT I WANT TO PASS ALONG TO YOU.
1. OUR WOMEN ON WHEEL DUES ARE DUE MAY 1/09 AND THEY WILL BE $5.00 THIS YEAR,SO DO KEEP THAT IN MIND.
2. IF YOU CHOOSE TO JOIN THE RED HAT SOCIETY,THEIR DUES ARE $ 20.00 AND YOU CAN FIND THAT INFO ON THEIR WEB PAGE.
3. I WILL BE REGISTERING OUR WOMEN ON WHEELS RED HAT CHAPTER WITH THE RED HAT SOCIETY BUT WE WILL NOT REQUIRE THAT YOU PERSONALLY JOIN THE RED HAT SOCIETY
4. WE WILL BE PLANNING OUR SPRING LUNCHEON IN SUSSEX IN MAY,SO WATCH THE NEWSLETTERS FOR THE DATE,OR I WILL EMAIL YOU THE DETAILS ONCE I GET HOME AND HAVE THE PLANS IN PLACE
5. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO THE RED HAT HOOT IN FREDERICTON WITH THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE PLANNED TO ATTEND.AS I SPEAK, WHICH IS MID FEB, OUR REGISTRATION FOR THE HOOT FOR 450 GALS IS ALMOST FULL
6. FRAN REID WE WISH YOU ALL OF OUR LOVE AS YOU RECOUPERATE
AND GAIN YOUR STRENGTH WITH YOUR PHYSIO TREATMENTS
7. BEV LANGILLE WE WILL KEEP YOU IN OUR PRAYERS AS YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR EYE TREATMENTS
8. PEGGY MALTAIS HAS RESIGNED FROM OUR CHAPTER AND OUR RED HAT GROUP.WE WILL MISS PEGGY.
 
 HOPEFULLY WE WILL GET SOME OF OUR GALS TOGETHER HERE IN FLORIDA FOR A WOMEN ON WHELLS LUNCHEON.WISH YOU COULD ALL JOIN US.SEE YOU IN THE SPRING.HUGS FROM MOMMY MARIE
 “HOW TO FORWARD E-MAIL APPROPRIATELY”             ***PLEASE READ OVER VERY CAREFULLY!!***

A friend who is a computer expert received the following directly from a
system administrator for a corporate system. It is an excellent message that ABSOLUTELY applies to ALL of us who send e-mails...
Please read the short letter below, even if you're sure you already follow proper procedures.
Please share it with your email buddies!
Do you really know how to forward e-mails? Most of us DO NOT know how.
Do you wonder why you get viruses or junk mail? Do you hate it?
------------------------------
Every time you forward an e-mail, there is information left over from the people who got the message before you -- namely their e-mail addresses & names.  As the messages get forwarded along, the list of addresses builds,
and builds, and builds, and all it takes is for some poor sap to get a virus, and his or her computer can send that virus to every email address that has come across his computer. Or, someone can take all of those addresses and sell them or send junk mail to them in the hopes that you will go to the site and he will make five cents for each hit. That's right, all
of that inconvenience over a nickel!
------------------------------
How do you stop it? Well, there are several easy steps:
------------------------------
(1) *When you forward an e-mail,* DELETE all of the other addresses that appear in the body of the message (at the top).  That's right, DELETE them. Highlight them and delete them, backspace them, cut them, whatever you know
how to.  It only takes a second.  You MUST click the 'Forward' button first and then you will have full editing capabilities against the body and headers of the message... If you don't hit the forward button first you won't have full editing functions .  I particularly dislike having to scroll through 200 Email addresses before I get to the email.
------------------------------
(2) Whenever you send an e-mail to more than one person, do NOT use the "To:" or "Cc:" fields for adding e-mail addresses.. Always use the BCC: (blind carbon copy) field for listing the e-mail addresses.  This is the way the people you send to will only see their own e-mail address. If you don't see your "BCC:" option click on where it says To: and your address list will appear. Highlight the address and choose BCC: and that's it, it's that easy. When you send to BCC: your message will automatically say 'Undisclosed Recipients' in the 'TO:' field of the people who receive
it.< /SPAN> That way you aren't sharing all those addresses with every Tom, Dick or Harry.
------------------------------
(3) Remove any 'FW:' in the subject line... You can re-name the subject if you wish or even fix spelling.
------------------------------
This one is very important  -  please read and heed
(4) ALWAYS hit your Forward button from the actual e-mail you are reading. Ever get those e-mails that you have to open 10 pages to read the one page with the information on it? By Forwarding from the actual page you wish someone to view, you stop them from having to open many e-mails just to see what you sent. These are the ones that often end up having picked up a virus from somebody. This is really important!
------------------------------
(5) Have you ever gotten an email that is a petition? It states a position and asks you to add your name and address and to forward it to 10 or 15 people or your entire address book. The email can be forwarded on and on and can collect thousands of names and email addresses. A FACT: The completed petition is actually worth a couple of bucks to a professional spammer because of the wealth of valid names and email addresses contained therein. If you want to support the petition, send it as your own personal letter to the intended recipient. Your position may carry more weight as a personal letter than a laundry list of names and email address on a petition. (Actually, if you think about it, who's supposed to send the petition in to whatever cause it supports? And don't believe the
ones that say that the email is being traced, it just ain't so!)
------------------------------
(6) One of the main ones I hate is the ones that say that something like, 'Send this email to 10 people and you'll see something great run across your screen.'  Or, sometimes they'll just tease you by saying something really cute will happen. IT AIN'T GONNA HAPPEN!!!!!   (Trust me, I'm still seeing some of the same ones that I waited on 10 years ago!) I don't let the bad luck ones scare me
either, they get trashed. (Could this be why I haven't won the lottery??)
------------------------------
(7) Before you forward an Amber Alert, or a Virus Alert, or some of the other ones floating around nowadays, check them out before you forward them. Most of them are junk mail that's been circling the net for Years! Just about everything you receive in an email that is in question can be checked out at Snopes.  Just go to http://www.snopes.com/
------------------------------
It's really easy to find out if it's real or not. If it's not, please don't pass it on. So please, in the future, let's stop the junk mail and the viruses
------------------------------
Finally, Let's send this to everyone we know (but strip my address off first, please). This is something that SHOULD  be forwarded.

LET ‘S  DO SOME THINKING…. 

 1.  STAND   =                                13. TER  VERY  ESTING  =

            I

 2.  MAN       =                                14. EVERY/RIGHT/THING  =

     BOARD

 3.  COVER   =                                15.                T

       AGENT                                                          O   =









      W

 4. WEAR      =                                                      N

      LONG

5.  EGSG   SEGG                            16.  R/E/A/D/I/N/G   =

     GESG  SGEG   =

6.   DKI  =                                         17.  AR  UP  MS     =

7.  B  SICK  ED  =                         

                                                          18.                        S

 8.  HE  ART  =                                                          T

                                                                                 S

 9.  KNEE        =                                                  O 

    LIGHTS                                                       C

10.    O            =

       M.D.                                           19.                T

        B.A.                                                                O

       PH.D.                                                               U

                                                                                C

11.  1,000, 1 000    =                                                      H

                                                 12.  TIME TIME
