                  PRESIDENT’S REPORT SEPTEMBER 2008
     As reported at the Executive Meeting in Sussex, our Spring Rally in Fredericton was a great success in spite of reduced numbers. With the great support of our faithful Sponsors, the auction, the book sales, and the 50/50 draw, we ended up with a net profit of $3118.00.  This was a pleasant surprise.  In the early planning stages, we were budgeting for a loss of approximately $500.00 as a result of reduced numbers.

  As you know, we had great concern regarding the continuity and continuance of the Newsletter following the resignation of our very faithful, and efficient editors, Herb and Jean Foglein.  Herb and Jean sold their motor home and felt it was time to resign from this position, after a number of years service.  Herb and Jean did an outstanding job, for which we are very grateful. This vacancy left a great void and a huge pair of shoes to fill.  We are very fortunate to have a willing member of our group, in the person of Brenda Sullivan step up to the plate and fill this void.  Brenda has published one Newsletter and will be sending out the second in about 2 weeks.  Brenda is doing a great job.  I suspect she may need to get even larger shoes in the near future.  We are grateful to Arch and Lorraine Pierce, who have agreed to continue circulating the newsletter for us.  This is the lifeline of our organization. We thank you all and commend you for the work you are doing for our organization.  Because publishing and circulating the newsletter is a huge task for volunteer workers, the executive decided to reduce the number of issues to only four publications per year, therefore, there will be no December newsletter.
    Ron Hill served as our Inventory Chairman for a number of years and likewise did a superb job organizing, filing, storing and listing on the web site.  Ron gave us a heads up, one-year notice that he would be resigning from this position last May.  Because of the large volume of supplies and equipment acquired over the years, few people have the space to warehouse this material. The executive committee spent a considerable amount of time dealing with this problem at the last executive meeting in Sussex on Sept.5, 2008.  A committee was selected to review the inventory list and dispose of all or most of the inventory, which is not absolutely essential. I suspect that all items which can be disposed of, will be auctioned off at our next general meeting. The cost of renting storage space on a monthly basis seems to compare favorably with purchasing or renting new items at each rally. On 
the short term, I am storing this inventory in Fredericton.  If anybody in our group has room to store this material and would be willing to take on the
position of Inventory Chairperson, we would be very grateful. After eliminating many supplies, the job should not be very difficult.

    The Balloon Fiesta  Rally in Sussex was a great success, inspite of rainy weather Saturday and Sunday.  The balloons went up twice on Friday.  There were 35 balloons with many new ones.  It was a great show and truly a spectacular sight to see that many highly colored balloons in the air over our motor homes at one time.  This event has become a highlight of our rallies each year.  We had 43 coaches registered for this year’s rally. Everybody had a great time visiting, eating and possibly spinning the odd yarn.  However, in this group of mature, dignified and responsible people, I can’t imagine any deviation from absolute facts. 

    We are fortunate to have a number of people in our group who have acquired a great deal of knowledge and experience in various aspects of motor home technology.  For example, our past president, Clint has become very knowledgeable on virtually all makes of generators.  We all do not need to reinvent the wheel.  Just ask Clint (or Bonnie).
     I was not able to attend the full rally this year due to a conflict with Barbara’s 50th High School reunion.  The General Meeting for this rally was to be held Sunday morning, Sept 7, 2008. We had remnants of hurricane Hannah pass through in the early morning hours, leaving torrents of rain.  I understand one or two motor homes had to be pulled out with a tow truck. Because of the rain and wet conditions, all interest in a general meeting was lost and it was rebooked at the “Last Hurrah Rally”  in Shediac.  The general meeting will be rebooked for Sunday morning, October 19, 2008.

    We missed our National director at the “Balloon Fiesta Rally”  this year. John and Leah Devlin are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary and are vacationing in Europe.  Perfect Circle extends congratulations to John and Leah on their 50th anniversary and wish them a safe journey back home

     We wish you all a safe, happy and healthy summer. We look forward to seeing everybody at the “Last Hurrah” in Shediac on Oct 17, 18 and 19, 2008.

                                                                                 Don Hatheway, President
                          NEWSLETTER EDITORS REPORT
It is time once again to publish the newsletter.  I sent out an urgent request to the executive to please send all reports early to me.  I needed to publish quickly in order to get the registration for the “Last Hurray” out early enough  AND “ I thank you”, everyone was very prompt to “get er done”.
As I am writing this, I gaze out the office window.  What a beautiful day!

The sun is shining, the sky is blue, a nice cool autumn breeze, the birds are singing and the colors are beginning to change.  Aren’t we fortunate to experience the changes of the four seasons!  We might gripe a bit about all the rain, or we might gripe a bit because it might be too warm, but you know what?  We should count our many blessings, such as our families, good friends, good health, good fortune (hopefully) and yes for our weather.

I wanted to let everyone know that there will be no December newsletter.  The executive agreed that there only need be four issues of the newsletter printed each year.  Therefore, after this one, the next newsletter will be in March 2009.  So, it gives anyone five months to get  your thinking caps on for any reports or “chapter chatter” you would like to publish.  If anyone has any “chapter chatter” (gossip) they would like printed, please send it along to me.  Also, items for sale, recipes, quotes, printable jokes, etc. are welcome.

At the Sussex Balloon Fiesta, it was wonderful for me to put faces to names.  You know how you know someone, but you can’t place the face.  I came out of my motorhome, and a lady in a green jacket from Maine Wheels came  up to me and said “Hi, I am Vornie” (Colbath).  That was great.  She is the Editor for their newsletter and we chat back and forth, via email, quite often.  Her husband Tim (Colbath) is also a big part of each issue.  He thought he was in big trouble when I saw his name tag, and said “Your wife said I could ask you a question”.  He didn’t know who I was.  We had a good laugh.  Thank you Tim for your help by answering my questions.
. 
PERFECT CIRCLE SUNSHINE REPORT June 1/08- Aug 31/08

 
Get Well cards:          Retus  MacFadyen 
                                          Mike McCawley
                                          Greg Deslauriers
                                           Jim Hodge                         
                                                                        
Thinking of you cards:   Jim Hodge
                                          Linda Boers
 
Sympathy Cards:         Doe Mac Beth in the loss of  her husband,Scotty. Scotty and   Doe were not members of Perfect Circle but attended many of our rallies and were very active in Maine Wheels Chapter.  They had many motorhome friends on both sides of the border.
50 th Anniversary Cards:     Claude & Elsie Bannister  
                                                 Tom & Eleanor Mac Leod 
                                                 Chet & Mae Irving  (Although Chet and Mae are no longer       members, they were very active for many years in our  club,so we included them in a congratulation card  from Perfect Circle Chapter).   
 60 th Anniversary Card:       Fran & Cecil Reid 
It is with great sadness that I must advise you that our beloved Jim Hodge has passed away.   At Jim’s personal request there was no formal funeral or visitation. Perfect Circle Chapter is now making arrangements to place a  12 x 12 granite stone in Jim’s memory at  Hinckley, Maine.  This is where F.M.C.A. started it’s journey and where Jim, F.M.C.A. # 12,  attended, and was a  founding member.  It should also be noted that Lou, was also a founding member of F.M.C.A.and retired her # 11 years ago.  We felt this memorial would be a fitting tribute to Jim. 
Respectfully submitted,   Marie Salter, Sunshine Committee
2008 Northeast Area Rally

Three coaches from Perfect Circle Chapter attended the Northeast Area Rally in Essex Junction, VT in August- the Cornfords, the Pierces, and new members, Donna and Wendall Flewelling. Although it rained every day, we had some sunshine as well and we all had a great time at the rally.


The grounds were in good shape in spite of the wet weather. The Expo now has 1000 sites with 30 amp electric and water that was very reasonably priced for 5 days. The utilities have been installed so that they can be set up or removed as needed. 

The evening entertainment is now held in the new expo building, so everyone managed to stay dry. This year’s theme was “Dixieland Jazz”, which was reflected in the entertainment and a ladies Dixieland Tea. There were a good variety of interesting seminars, new coach displays and vendors. The weather even cooperated for the dinner boat cruise on Lake Champlain and gave us a beautiful sunset.


I attended the Northeast Area Annual Meeting as Perfect Circle’s voting delegate. The meeting, chaired by President Sam Allen, was very short. A standing committee was chosen to review and change the bylaws. A motion was made to renegotiate a longer contract with the Champlain Valley Expo for the Northeast Area Rally. An election of officers was held. The new slate of officers is:      1st Vice President- Paul DuBois (incumbent)




   2nd Vice President-Lou Snow (incumbent)

   3rd Vice President-Ed Hoag (new)

   Secretary- Kathianne Taylor (incumbent)

   Treasurer-Eleanor Rizzi






The dates for next year’s rally are August 12-15.  The Expo is adding a 3000-seat arena with a dirt floor. This will be able to house the coach displays in the future. The Champlain Valley Expo has the best facilities for the rally but the challenge will be to make it new and interesting each time so people will want to return. 


This was the third Northeast Area Rally that Derek and I have attended at Essex Junction and each one has been different and enjoyable. To anyone who has not yet had a chance to attend, I urge you to go – you will have a great time.                      Respectfully submitted, Glenna Cornford                                                                                 



                              





    


















First Vice-President/Wagon Master’s notes.

The Sussex rally is over and despite the uncertain weather, a good time was had by all. Few of us will forget having breakfast in “the Shower”!!  The next and final event of the season will be the Last Hurrah rally in Shediac, October 17 to 19th.  Registration forms are included with this newsletter. Please register early so the rally masters can plan the event.

Planning for the 2009 Season has started with the Spring Rally to be held in Saint John next June.  Tentative dates are either the week-end of June 12-14th or 19-21st. New events may include a joint event with Maine Wheels on PEI and a possible caravan to the Don Messer Jubilee in Harvey

Station, NB, in August.  Stay tuned for further details.  We also expect to have our regular events:  St. Martins, Sussex and Last Hurrah.  However, in order to have these events we NEED volunteers to act as Rally Masters!!  No experience is required and these are great opportunities for newer members to become involved and get to know the Group.  Assistance to first time Rally Masters will be readily available!  Contact Frank Boers if you are interested.  (506-847-3521).

As this will probably be the last newsletter for 2008, I wish all of you a great winter. To those of you going “South” drive carefully and enjoy the sunshine. Linda and I have decided to try and enjoy a winter at home for a change. We will let you know how that goes!!

Frank Boers

Welcome to our newest members:  They joined us at the Balloon Fiesta.
                            Fred Dickinson and Inez McDougall

New Email Addresses:

                           Bill and Shirley Silliphant    -    silliphant@nb.sympatico.ca
                           Raymond  and Sandra Coughlan  -  rscoughlan@gmail.com
Report on Sussex Rally
Forty coaches gathered in Sussex for the annual Balloon Fiesta on the week-end of September 5-7th to watch the balloons fly and enjoy the company of good friends. Friday was a glorious day and the balloons went up both in the morning and the evening and presented a wonderful sight.  Despite a nice start to the morning on Saturday, the wind at higher altitude was too strong and the flights had to be cancelled.  Unfortunately, the weather continued to deteriorate during the rest of the week-end putting an end to any further balloon flights. 

Despite the threatening weather, we were able to enjoy breakfasts and dinners on Friday and Saturday in the open.  Special thanks are due to Paul Barton and Clint Colpitts who grilled the sausages on Saturday and to Larry McLaughlin who looked after the buns. Supper was followed by ice cream ably scooped by Don Morrow, Fred Dickinson and Warren Seeley. 

The rally masters, in anticipation of bad weather, had made arrangements to use the garage on the property for breakfast and the annual meeting on Sunday morning. True to forecast, the weather was wet, to say the least, but what was not anticipated was the fact that the building was as wet inside as it was outside. However, it did make for some interesting photos and despite the water cascading down from the ceiling, everyone enjoyed breakfast. The annual meeting was cancelled and will be held instead at the Last Hurrah rally in Shediac.

After breakfast, many coaches decided to leave early as the condition of the field became soggier by the minute. Most of us made it out without incident, except for Leo LeBlanc, who needed assistance from a winch truck to get his coach on the road. However, all ended well and there was no damage to the vehicle.

As usual, many of you volunteered and readily accepted requests for assistance from the rally masters, and Linda and I thank all of you for your help. The rally made a very small profit of about $100.  We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the various businesses who contributed to the rally: Four Corners Irving, Mrs Dunsters, Greco Pizza and the All Seasons Restaurant.  Please support them in your future purchasing decisions.

Frank and Linda Boers
########################################################################

A hot-air balloonist had drifted off course.  He saw a man on the ground and yelled, “Excuse me, can you tell me where I am?” “Yes” the guy said.  “You are in the sky.”  “You must work in IT,” the  balloonist said.  “How did you know?”  “What you told me is technically correct, but of no use to anyone.”  “And you must work in management,” the man on the ground retorted.  “Yup.”  “Figures. You don’t know where  you are or where you”re going, but you expect me to help.  And you’re in the same position you were in before we met, but now it’s my fault.”

                                        CHAPTER CHATTER 

 Tim Colbath & Bill Gatcomb really did take the “back Seat drivers” to a new level. Both guys were delegated to the ‘other” seat when they left for Maine on Saturday from Sussex. Way to go Vornie & Gwen ! That’s what I call “women power”. Great to see some lady motorhome drivers , more of us should be learning to do this .

It would appear that we have “one peeping Tom” and another one “holding the ladder”, in our midst. 

Keep your blinds closed as they are really quiet about putting up that ladder and looking in the windows.

They practiced all winter in Florida>

We thought we heard cow bells ringing all night in Sussex, it is dairy country you know. However ,we now realize that Carolyn was in the area and she must have been wearing her new ankle bracelet. 

Geoff and Fran Blair have started a new full time motorhoming experience. They have pulled up stacks in New Hampshire and left for their new home address, which will be in South Dakota. Fran & Geoff plan to spend the winter in Arizona, so if motorhoming in that state ,watch for them in the campgrounds, as they plan to be working part time in one of the campgrounds there..Many Maritime good wishes,  Geoff and Fran, in your new adventures in full timing. Hugs from all your friends from Perfect Circle Chapter.

It looks like one dog was not enough for Bev & Don Dunn. They now have the second little girl,Abbey. That makes three little girls in the motorhome Don. Not much chance of you getting into the bathroom now.

Lorraine and Arch ,and Glenna and Derek look well rested after their trip to Essex, Vermont, to the North East area Rally. Derek and Glenna had so much fun that they are ready for another great trip across the Atlantic. Retirement looks pretty good !! 

Was great to see Fran & Cecil Reid, who dropped in for a visit while in Sussex. They just celebrated their 60 th wedding anniversary in August.

Clint and Bonnie finally got their generator fixed .With a sigh of relief ,they arrived in Sussex ,with a replacement for the one that gave them all the trouble. Well that’s what they thought ! One day into the rally and guess what !! Now looking for another generator. Are you sure they didn’t just put the old one back in Clint ? 

Frank had all the arrangements made that if it rained we would have our general meeting in the garage behind the parking lot.And that was really good planning. When we gathered there for coffee on Sunday morning, because it was raining hard ,he didn’t realize that inside the building it rained harder than outside. Maybe we should have just raised our voices with a rendition of “Singing in the Rain”. 

.

INTEREST FOR THOUGHT?  
    “Family Motor Coach Club:

    Next year we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the life of well known fiddler Don Messer. Don was born at Tweedside NB near Harvey Station on May 9th 1909. 
    I am part of a committee set up to organize a gala event to celebrate his legacy & heritage. Although we are in the early planning stages we have taken steps early to try & promote this event.
    Due to space limitations we are planning a small celbration at Tweedside on the morning of May 9th, primarily for family & officials. Later that day a larger celebration for the general public will take place at the recreation centre in Harvey Station.
    We are also planning 6 days of celebrations at Harvey Station from August 1st to August 6th/2009.
    During this time there will be a large number of events taking place (Primarily fiddle/country & western oriented) around the Harvey Station/ McAdam area.
    Some of the things presently planned for include, fiddle/country western shows,jams,workshops,square & round dances(possibly barn dances) fiddle & other musical instrument making demonstrations,dinners,possible train rides etc.
    The events will be family oriented & we feel we can make this a very exciting & happy time for all those who attend.
    We would be delighted if the motor coach/trailer/RV groups could work our event into their travel plans next summer.
    There are a couple of trailer parks in the immediate area & we are planning to set up overflow parking for travel vehicles in the area close by.Of course Mactaquac is only a short drive away.
    By the way I was given your name by my nephew Peter Wood who works at CJ Munn in Fredericton.
    Our web site for the event is "donmesser100" (still in the construction stage).
    If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to get in touch.
    Thanks very much for your time.
    
        Ray Mersereau” 
              
This email was sent to Don Hatheway/President, wondering what our thoughts were in arranging a rally to attend this event?  Sounds like a great deal of fun and certainly something different for our chapter (and other chapters) to join.  We would like to hear any input into this matter.  Please send an email to our wagon master, Frank Boers, (maybhome@aol.com)  with thoughts and interests in this local event.  Of course we would be looking for possible sites and rally masters to head this up.  Thank you.

                            
   WOMEN ON WHEELS,  SEPTEMBER 08

Well gals, we have had a relatively quiet summer with Women on Wheels, although Mommy has been busy making plans, with five other Queens, for you to have a great time at our 2009 Red Hat Hoot here in Fredericton. I hope I represent you well !! 
I did try to make arrangements for motorhome parking at the Fredericton mall, and sent them a letter requesting parking space, but they now have an “no overnight parking “policy and, to date, they  have not responded  to my request. Alice and Bun Regan have offered  to accommodate a few coaches ,so if interested, please contact Alice .On a further note regarding this, when I receive the registration form , I will have to send in the names and the registration fee right away. My concern is that we  only have 450 spaces available for the Hoot and I know many local gals will be attending .Already the Fredericton Inn is booked, although there is bound to be cancellations. If you plan to attend, please let me know asap as I don’t want you to miss out because of late registeration. The registration form will be completed and sent in by the Chapter Queens and again , ours will be sent in as soon as the registration form is sent to me. 
Linda Boers invited us to attend the Ladies luncheon in full regalia at the Sussex Rally, and I have to say gals, you look awesome in your red and purple outfits. Many people watch you as you walk into restaurants and believe me, you turn lots of heads as you walk by..That’s pretty flattering when you can still turn heads after passing the 50 stage. !! Thank you Linda, for giving us the opportunity to wear our red hat attire and for arranging the luncheon. It truly is wonderful to spend time with other women and to have the opportunity to better know other gals in Perfect Circle Chapter. New members are certainly more than welcome to join our Women On Wheels Red Hat Chapter , just send me an email and I will give you all the details. 

Our Christmas Party will be November 12/08 at the Fairway Inn, Sussex, N. B.  Exit 193 on Hwy. 1.  at 11:30 am.  Gift exchange of gift of $10.00 or under.  Please contact me prior to November 3rd if planning to attend. (506-455-4256)
 At this point I am not sure of the rally/ladies luncheon plans in Shediac so please read Claudette and Don’s instructions on their registration form.
Further to this, when going south, take your red hat and purple outfits because we will be organizing something down there as well. 
Keep tuned into your computers for any up-coming events in the Red Hat World.
Yours in Hatting, Queen Mommy Marie    
              MENTAL FLEXIBILITY TEST # 1

                              (Relax your brain, and have fun)

 Example:

26 = L of the A

   Answer: 

26 = Letters of the Alphabet

 1.

4 = Q in a G     ………………………………………………….

2. 24 = H in a D   ………………………………………………….

 3.

29 = D in F in L Y………………………………………………

4.

40 = D and N of the G F………………………………………...

 5.

  8 = S on a S S………………………………………………….

 6.

52 = C in a D of C……………………………………………….

 7.

12 = M in a Y …………………………………………………...

 8.

1 = H on a U…………………………………………………….

 9.

7 = D of the W…………………………………………………..

10.

52 = W of a Y …………………………………………………..

11.

2 = W on a B ……………………………………………………

12.

1 = H H per D …………………………………………………..

13.

12 = E in a D ……………………………………………………

14.

88 = K on a P ………………………………………………...

15.

102 = F in the E S B ……………………………………………

Send me your answers, 1 – 15, only if you can answer them all.  The winners names will be in next issue..  Good Luck.   ( brenda_john@hotmail.com  )
The Last Hurrah !!! Oct 17,18,19, 2008

Location:   
Camping Wishing Star, Shediac, NB
                                      (Across from the big Lobster)                                                                                         

Rallymasters:  Don/Claudette Morrow- Phone (506) 533-8902

Rally Fee - $75.00  Includes 2 per coach. 

Guests (over 12 years old) - $15.00 each. Includes full weekend. (Guests must accompany you, in your coach)

Tentative agenda: 



  Fri: -5 p.m. Meet & Greet in Clubhouse - Happy hour/snacks if you chose. 

                                    6 p.m. Pizza Party followed by entertainment and dance 



 Sat: Breakfast provided. Ladies Luncheon in town and men are on their own 


                     Afternoon-- Shopping, Golf etc. 

                                  5 p.m. - Happy Hour/snacks if you chose.

                                  6  p.m - .Dinner provided and later approx. 7:30 Masquerade---judging from last years response, we can  expect a pretty good time. So get your thinking caps on people and get dressed. Remember Fran??   What a sport!!!!  There will be prizes again!

                         Sun:  8 – 9 am.- Breakfast provided and farewells for another great season..
  REGISTRATION  FORM                                                                                             
Last Name:________________________Pilot:_________________ 
Co-Pilot:______________________ Number of Guests (over 12 years old) __ 
FMCA Number: 

Phone No:________________________________                                                 

Length of Coach: _______________Number of slides _________________                                        

Please Check Below:    

1- This is our first Motorhome rally. (     ).                                                                                          
2- I plan to go to the ladies luncheon. (     )
Mail in your completed Registration Form and Rally Fee, payable to: 
                   Claudette Morrow

                   43 Bay Dr

                   Pointe-du Chene, NB E4P 3V4
 (peskj@rogers.com)  

Deadline for registration is October 1st/08.  30 amp. Service at sites.
As this is the last Newsletter this year, we wish each and everyone of you the Merriest Christmas and Happy New Year.  Have great holidays with your loved ones.  Safe travels to those fortunate enough to go south for the cold months.  See you all next year!!  “Happy Trails”
