 

President's Report
2007-2008 has been an extremely busy year attending and organizing rallies, dealing with resignations on the executive and communicating with the parent body.

On May 10, 2008, an executive meeting of Perfect Circle Chapter was held in Sussex, N.B. Many issues were considered and dealt with. It was great to see that everybody survived the harsh N.B. winter. For those of you who ventured South, it was comforting to learn that everybody managed to gather enough funds to purchase fuel for the return trip home.
The demographics of Motor Home Owners seems to highlight older people. This obviously occurs in the retirement years when owners are freer to travel and usually are in a better financial position to underwrite the large expense of purchasing and operating a Motor Home. Within this age group, the incidence of health issues is more prevalent. Sadly, Perfect Circle has experienced a significant hit with nine surgeries, several heart attacks, many health issues and three deaths  over the past year.

I had the pleasure of meeting with many of our members in Florida this winter. Barbara and I shared a number of Happy Hours and Special occasions with you. It is always comforting to fellowship and bond with like-minded friends from back home. The members of Perfect Circle are a special group of people. The sincerity, loyalty and bond of friendship is unique and very special.

Sadly, the Motor Home Community is undergoing considerable attrition, both nationally and internationally for a number of reasons. The cost of fuel, rising inflation, increased awareness of greenhouse gasses related to fuel pollution, the aging demographics of motor home owners, etc .are all factors. Family Motor Coach and the numerous local chapters are very important links to the viability  and comforts we take for granted in the motor home community. In order to keep these organizations active and ongoing, we must be vigilant and conscious of continued recruitment. As many older members are selling their coaches, we must encourage the next generation to become involved.  I urge everybody to remain active and be involved.

We look forward to seeing many of you at the St Martins rally June 13, 14, 15 and of course at our annual Spring rally in Fredericton, June 27, 28 and 29.
                                                    Don   Hatheway,  President 
NEWSLETTER AND WEB PAGE

Herb and I enjoyed our winter in Florida, but nice to be home again among family and friends.  We were lucky to see lots of you down south and we were all very fortunate to be out of the bad weather of last winter.   If you have any photos from recent outings (at home or in Florida) send them along to jhfog@yahoo.com and Herb will post them on the Web page.

Herb set up the Web page and has been looking after it for the past 4 years … and I have been doing the Newsletter for the past 3 years so we decided it is time for someone else to have a crack at it.  We have enjoyed this time and working with a great group of folks.  Although we have sold our motor home, we will continue to be associate members and you will still see us from time to time at rallys and outings.  

Brenda Sullivan has graciously volunteered to take over this job.  We will be turning all the info over to Brenda by the end of the month, so after June, send your info along to Brenda… brenda_john@hotmail.com.   Next newsletter will be in July – deadline of July 15.  








See you down the road …. Jean & Herb

***************************

PERFECT CIRCLE CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Just a note as a reminder that your Perfect Circle Membership is due on June 1st/08.  You can pay Membership Chair, Ann Barton at the St. Martins or June Spring Rally.  If you are not attending either of these, drop a cheque ($20) in the mail, payable to Perfect Circle, mail to Ann Barton, 84 Lansdowne Avenue, Saint John,  N. B.  E2K 2Z8.  Please remember to give Ann any changes in your mailing address, phone number or email address and help us keep our director up to date.

A correction to your Directory – for Warren & Sandra Seeley, their email should read wseely@nb.sympatico.ca.  Please make the change in your directory.

A warm welcome to some new and returning members …. If you see them at an upcoming rally, give them our Perfect Circle Family welcome:

Richard and Glenna Boyd from Bellisle Creek

Gary and Patricia Sargent, Bathurst

Thane and Rhoda Bell, P.E.I.




Gary and Jean Glidden, Irish Town

Roy and Doreen Borman, Fredericton

***************************

As a member of Perfect Circle Chapter, you can apply for an Irving Oil Commercial Credit Card, that will give you a saving of 4 cents per liter …. Something we can all use these days.  If you have not applied for the card, get a Commerical Card application form at any Irving store… or go on line  www.irvingoil.com – credit cards, commercial.  In the form and on line you must include your FMCA# to get your savings.  You need to apply for your own card, as the Club does not send in member’s names.
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It was great seeing our executive committee members at a recent meeting in Sussex. Now Leah and I look forward to seeing many more of you at rallies this summer, including our spring Rally here in Fredericton. We hope that winter was good to you, wherever you spent it. 

appy and BlHappy and Blessed ChristmasH

National/Area News

Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 14-17, 2008, St. Paul, Minnesota

Northeast Area Rally – August 7-10, Essex Junction, Vermont

FMCA Winter Convention - March 16-19, 2009, Perry, Georgia

Our chapter is still looking for someone to represent us at the Summer International Convention in St. Paul. If perchance you have thoughts of going, please contact me or President Don right away. Some modest financial perks to help a bit with fuel costs are available to our delegate.

 The NEA Rally at Essex Junction is always a good one, so we encourage you to attend – just a nice summer drive away for us. They can often use volunteer help too, so if you are interested I will try to put you in touch with a volunteer captain from a NEA sister chapter that has such a need.

Some of you may have noticed that the January issue of the FMCA magazine no longer contains listings of Family Members. This information is available from their website, www.fmca.com and this change saves over $200,000/yr!  -  a big help at this time when revenues are down.

FMCA membership continues to decline, and it is important that we all do our best to recruit new members. Recruiting by members has fallen in recent times. One area of focus in coming years is the “baby boomer” age group, many of whom who are just becoming serious RV’ers. President Connie Pools “Presidents Message” in the May issue of Family Motor Coaching is an interesting read.

Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin 

 Summer phone (506) 455-6822          
 WAGON MASTERS REPORT

By the time you read this we will be less than a month away from our first 2008 rally to be held at Century Farms Campground in St. Martins.  Rally masters Bill and Janet Sneath have everything organized and look forward to a good turn out. I believe they have about two dozen coaches registered, but can accommodate at least 35!  Sign up early.

Details for the Spring Rally are also attached to this news letter and rally masters Don, Barbara, Bun and Alice have everything well in hand. Don’t forget to send in your registrations for this event as well.

I have just learned that the Sussex Balloon Fiesta will be held September 5, 6 and 7th and NOT the following week-end (Sept 12, 13 & 14th) as I had previously indicated.  Please mark your calendars accordingly.  The land we usually use has been sold but we will be able to park in the area directly adjacent to it. (turning left instead of right as you enter the property)

I have still not received the name of a volunteer to organize a Banister week-end so we will leave that for next year. 

The Atlantic Canada Good Sam 13th Annual Samboree will be held on PEI at the Abrams Village Exhibition Grounds on July 18, 19, and 20th. I have registration forms and details if anyone is interested in attending. Or you can contact Norm Pepper of the organizing committee direct at 902-275-5942, email: ndipepper@yahoo.ca.  You do not have to be a Good Sam member to attend.
The Maine Wheels chapter of FMCA will be celebrating FMCA’s 45th Anniversary with a rally at the Hinckley School, with FMCA’s President, Connie Pool, in attendance. The event will be held July 29-31, 2008. Registration is limited to 75 coaches and details are available from Bill Skolfield at 863-797-6003 (cell), or email: billskol@aol.com . I will not be able to attend due to prior commitments but it would be nice if Perfect Circle was represented at the event.
EARLY REGISTRATION FOR RALLIES

 

It is helpful to rally organizers to know as soon as possible how many coaches will attend rallies. In particular when rallies are planned to be held at a commercial campground, the camp ground operator will want to know as early as possible how many sites he has to reserve and will press the rally master for a commitment. In NB's short camping season it is not fair to the operators to have them run the risk of having an unoccupied site should the rally attendance fall short of expectations.  SO, the message is, if you want to have a guaranteed site, register EARLY.
See you in St. Martins,

Frank Boers

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PERFECT CIRCLE CHAPTER WILL BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FREDERICTON RALLY ON

Sunday, JUNE 29 at 11:00 AM
PERFECT CIRCLE SUNSHINE REPORT for May/08 Newsletter
 

Get Well cards:                        Glenna Cornford
                                                   Jim Hodge                       
Sympathy Cards:                     Carolyn Beers in the loss of her brother
Memorial:                                 Dorothy MacMonagle in the loss of husband Bob 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Salter, Sunshine Committee
 
WOMEN ON WHEELS, MAY/08
 
The Saint John River flood waters are receding, and the Women On Wheels red hat gals will soon be ready to strut their stuff. Spring is here! Our first red hat outing was held on May 13/08 in Sussex with a great attendance and a good time had by all. 

The N.B. Red Hat Hoot will be hosted by Woodstock this year and 500-600 red hatters are expected to be in attendance there May 30-June 1/08.  The feathers will be flying in Woodstock that week-end.
 
June will be a busy month also for Women on Wheels. We have been invited to attend the luncheon in St Martins on June 14/08 at 12:00.  The cost is $ 10.00 for the luncheon, so make sure you include this with your registration fee. 
 
On Friday, June 27, there will be a ladies luncheon at the Spring Rally. The luncheon is for all ladies attending the rally but to add some color to the festivities, Women on Wheels and other red hatters attending the rally have been invited to come in their red and purple attire. The luncheon will be held at the Delta Hotel (formerly the Sheridan Hotel) at 12:00.  Their famous buffet will be set up and the cost will be $12.95 plus tax, paid at the hotel. You may order from the menu but be prepared to wait a little longer for a menu order. 
 
Plans are well under way for the 2009 Red Hat Hoot here in Fredericton,  so keep June 5-7/2009, on your next year’s agenda.
   
Yours in Hatting,  

Queen Mommy Marie
TENTATIVE  AGENDA

for

2008 Perfect Circle Spring Rally 

at

Fredericton Exhibition Grounds

June 27, 28 & 29, 2008

Friday June 27

                     
9:00 AM  Golf (own expense)

                      12:00 PM   Ladies Luncheon (own expense)

                        4:00 PM   Happy hour

                        6:00 PM   Pot Luck  (bring a dish for 4 )

                        7:30 PM   Auction

Saturday June 28

                         8:30 AM   Coffee & light breakfast

                         2:00 PM    Ice cream social

                         2:00 PM    Craft sale

                                           Book sale

                                           Memberships

                                           Perfect Circle merchandise

                                           New members orientation

                         View new and used motor homes 
on  display

                          6:00 PM   Catered dinner (roast beef & chicken)

                          7:30 PM    Live music and dance

Sunday  June 29

                          8:00 AM to 9:00 AM  catered full breakfast

                         10:00 AM   Church service

                         11:00 AM   General meeting
BRING ALONG 
AN ITEM OR TWO 
FOR THE AUCTION

