2008 March Newsletter
                                         President’s Report   March 2008

Time flies by so quickly.  It seems like we just arrived in Florida and now it is the middle of March. 

  
We have seen many of our Perfect Circle Friends in Florida, and joined the group for a few Happy hours in Zephyrhills.

 
For our Perfect Circle friends who spent the winter in NB, PEI, NS, and Maine, we extend our sympathy.  It has been an unusually severe winter.  We have thought about you often, but tried not to dwell on it too long each time.

  
We attended the Tampa Super RV Show, where we saw many of the group.  We spent four days at the Brooksville FMCA Rally, where we saw many more of the group. We attended the Daytona Nascar Races where we saw a number of the group.  Also picked up the flu in Daytona and have been under the weather for about ten days.  Starting to feel better, but not a nice bug. 

  
In another month and a half, we will all be heading home and planning for the St. Martins Rally.

  
Before we left Fredericton last fall, we thought we had finalized plans for our June rally at Woolastook Park in conjunction with the Bluegrass music festival. Woolastook Park is a Provincial Park run by an independent operator.  With changes in the provincial government, there was a change in operators.  Due to the uncertainty of operators, it was rumored that the Bluegrass people were canceling.  Consequently, Perfect Circle felt obligated to change sites to the Exhibition Grounds in Fredericton. 


Hopefully this will not be an inconvenience to any participants.  I feel confident that the Fredericton Rally will be a great success.  Fredericton, at that time of the year is beautiful, with lots of river front activities, boating and flowers in full bloom.  The city goes all out planning for the July 1 weekend. The dates of the Fredericton Rally will be June 27, 28 and 29, 2008.  Please see registration form and tentative agenda in this newsletter. 

  
Several of our long time workers wish to retire after many years of faithful service.  Ron Hill has done an outstanding job as Inventory chairman.  Ron has everything catalogued and listed on the internet.  He gave us a one year advance notice to find a replacement for him. If anybody would be interested in taking on this job, it would be greatly appreciated.

 
Herb and Jean Foglein have sold their motor home and wish to give up their job as  Newsletter Editors and Web Page.  Jean tells me the job is very simple.   It involves a little bit of copying and pasting.  If anybody would consider looking after the newsletter and Web site, it would be much appreciated. Thank you Herb, Jean and Ron for a job well done.  

A very special thank you to Arch and Lorraine Pierce for their services in picking up the newsletter and getting it in the mail. Without your help, the system would not work.  We are counting on your continued service during this transition period.

The Newsletter and web page are really the lifeline of the Chapter and hence vitally important

  
We look forward to seeing you all in St Martins.                      
Yours truly

                         Don Hatheway, President

NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                              March 2008                                                                             

Winter is getting short (hang on folks up north!), and we will soon be back into another fun summer of Perfect Circle activities. We have enjoyed our stay in Tanglewood, especially being blessed with good health. But we look forward to seeing you again at our Spring Rally in Fredericton.
appy and BlHappy and Blessed ChristmasH

National/Area News

I don’t have much news from the national and area scenes. Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 14-17, 2008, St. Paul, Minnesota

Northeast Area Rally – August 7-10, Essex Junction, Vermont

The FMCA Winter Convention for next year will again be held at Perry, Georgia, March 16-19, 2009. This is good news for those spending time in the south.

Other News

At our upcoming Spring Rally General Meeting, some offices and committees will typically be open for re-elections and re-appointments. This always presents opportunities for new people to get involved. We encourage you to consider this, and speak to any member of the Nominating Committee for elected offices and to President Don for committees.

A recent FMCA e-mail newsletter contains suggested hand signals for safely parking our coaches. I am sending this along for inclusion elsewhere in this newsletter since it may be of interest to some who have not already seen it.

A couple of interesting technical developments are in the works which should be interesting: 

1. About a year ago Workhorse introduced their all-new “UFO Chassis”, a pusher available in either gas or diesel, and several builders are using this chassis. They recently announced a smaller version of this; 22000 GVW vs. 26000 on the original. They claim to have solved the engine overheating problems experienced with earlier gas pushers. This UFO design allows great flexibility for coach layouts.

2. Michelin has introduced a wide-base tire engineered to replace dual tires on motor homes. They claim advantages in weight, handling, performance, and fuel economy. It will be offered on some new coaches, but can also replace some existing sizes with only tire and rim changes. It must have great load-bearing capacity!
Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin 

Winter phone (863) 471-1501                         Summer phone (506) 455-6822           

NEWSLETTER EDITOR REPORT

Hi all – as I put this month’s newsletter together, Herb and I are still in Florida .... enjoying a great winter.  Time for heading home is fast approaching, as spring arrives – by the calendar this week – but we hope the ice has melted in our driveway, so we can get our car up to the house.

As Don mentioned in his report, Herb and I are finishing up our time doing the Web page and newsletter.  It has been great fun .... not a hard job at all ... and we got to meet many great folks in Perfect Circle and other FMCA chapters.

The newsletter is done five times a year .... I do it in Word and email the pages to our local UPS Store that copies the pages and staples the newsletter ready for mailing.  Our lifeline has been Lorraine Pierce, who picks up the copies from UPS and mails them for us, since we are south for the Dec and March newsletters.  Thanks for the all the help Arch and Lorraine.  

I have found the members are great in getting info to me and since it is all done thru email, I generally just do a cut and paste.  When I have completed the Newsletter, Herb takes over and posts the information on our Web Page.  Complete instructions and support will go to whoever takes on this job.  Although we have sold our motor home, you will still see us at some of the rallys, checking out all the fun and merriment.  

From all reports everyone who enjoyed Christmas South this year had fun ....there were rumors about massive Christmas decorations in the Ft. Myers area, in fact the Colpitts where ahead of the Bartons by a train and two rope lites.  

On Christmas day here at Clerbrook, 18 Maritimers, many from our Perfect Circle family, got together for a dinner at Carolyn Beer’s home (and she was home in NB, but graciously allowed us to use her place – she was there in our thoughts) ...  We had a happy hour outside and then proceeded inside to enjoy a wonderful turkey dinner and all the trimmings, thanks to the many hands of those in attendance.  

Albert Rose gave the blessing, as I asked him for a copy for the newsletter, as he summarized all the things we should be thankful for:

Quoting:  I (Albert) would like to everyone to give some thought to the reason we are gathered here today.  We are here to celebrate a birth.  

All of us are thinking of our families and although at times we feel guilty about being away, it is time for them to set their own traditions.  As we get older and they themselves get older, things change in terms of family get togethers.  Bless all of them and although difficult, help them to understand.  

Let’s all give thanks for this opportunity to get together with friends ... and for this opportunity to make new friends.  Thank the LORD for giving us the opportunity to be here and blessed with the health to be able to spend time in the warm weather.  The Lord has patched many of us and bestowed many blessings on us.  Bless this food and the hands that prepared it.  Make us mindful of others.  

Last, but by no means least, Thanks Lord for being able to talk to you without going through voice prompts, having to select English or French and leave a message.  You are always there for us to talk with.   Amen.

Hugs, Jean and Herb 

PERFECT CIRCLE SUNSHINE REPORT 
 

Get Well cards:                        Cecil Reid
                                                   Lou Hodge                                        
                                                                        
Sympathy Cards:                     Retus & Mary Mac Fadyen in the loss of Retus’ brother                                                    Shirley & Floyd Freeman in the loss of Shirley’s brother
                                                   Leo & Lorraine Le Blanc in the loss of Leo’s sister
                                                   Judy & Laurie Beatty in the loss of Judy’s Mother
                                                   Herb & Jean Foglein in the loss of Herb’s Mother 
                                                   Loretta &  Jack Hill in the loss of Loretta’s brother
                                                       
Birthday wishes;                      Lou Hodge’s 80th birthday
 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Lou Hodge’s special birthday.We hope, Lou, that you have recovered enough from your terrible fall to enjoy your very special birthday.  Lou fell at her home and spent some time in the hospital, but is now at home, and hopefully doing well.
 
Many members have lost dear ones this past year and our condolences go out to those families. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Salter, Sunshine Committee
 
****************************************
FOR SALE 

2001 Minnie Winnie Class C Motor Home
Length: 27'10"; width: 102"; Ford E-450 triton V-10 gas motor.  Two slide-out rooms.  Back up camera; power levelling jacks; heated floors/tanks; thermal windows; heated mirrors; power locks & windows. Generator, inverter, converter/charger,  Air bag auxiliary springs, towing hitch, three awnings, auxiliary assist start, auxiliary water heater while driving; roof/A/C heat pump, outside shower hose.  Basement model with generous outside storage compartments. Very easy sewer hookup.

Queen bed & wardrobe wall; entertainment centre with 27" TV, surround sound speakers, am/fm, CD + VCR player; exterior entertainment centre; CB radio.  Oak cabinets, pull out pantry, 2 way fridge, microwave & convection oven, coffee maker; water filter; lots of storage cabinets, computer desk & outlets.  All safety monitors, lounge chair. Seven new tires.  64,200 kms (38,500 miles). $39,900

Contact: Gerry & Nancy Cook: gncook@rogers.com; 506-454-9160.
Perfect Circle Members Party 

Many members of the Perfect Circle Chapter have spent some or all of the winter in Florida.   About 12 or 13 members of the Perfect Circle Motor Home Group make their winter home in Clerbrook …. And approximately ten to fifteen  have used Zephyrhills as headquarters and spread out from there.  Central Florida seemed the place to be this winter.

Many of the group has met at various locations during the winter, including the Tampa Super RV show, the Brooksville FMCA Rally, and numerous other locations.  Several times every week, a number of the group has met for happy hour. It never takes much of an excuse to bring the group together for a party.

On Tues March 11, it was decided to have a party and invite everybody we could find from the surrounding areas.  Fifty members of our group met at Leisure Days Park in Zephyrhills.  Close to 100% everybody we could find turned out.  The weather was perfect, the pizzas were exceptional, the stories were only slightly exaggerated, and most of the world problems including the US Presidential election were considered and resolved. Many personal aches and pains were compared and discussed. Several members of the group have purchased Z-Coil shoes and happily shared the benefits which seemed to be physical, emotional and sexual. The last time I saw Carol MacIntee, she was heading for the Z-Coil store.

It was a great party. The general consensus seemed to be that all future Perfect Circle rallies should include Zephyrhills on the short list.

 I trust everybody has had a great winter. For those thinking about returning home, drive carefully and have a safe journey.

                                          Don Hatheway, President

*************************

Do you need a new book to help you find the exits … the service stations …. etc. as you drive down the road.

This info was passed to this newsletter editor ….  If you are interested, check it out: 

“Mile by Mile Plus” …. By Al Gelfand …. (like Exit Authority)

Price - $25 + shipping …

Contact Al – 1-818-486-8327

Email:  agelfand@milebymileplus.com
WOMEN ON WHEELS,  MARCH/08
 
Well,  right about now it would really be awesome to see all you gals in your red hats and purple outfits.  I am getting a little weary of white snow falling from the heavens every few days in such an abundance and everywhere I look I see white…  red and purple would look mighty good right about now.  Anyway, spring is surely right around the corner.
 
This spring we will organize a Ladies’ Red Hat Luncheon in Sussex, hopefully in early or mid May, similar to our Christmas Party. Once we have the details in place we will advise you by email or phone, so keep the old red hat dusted off, we will soon be on the move again.  
 
Our first big provincial Red Hat event coming up, will be the Red Hat Hoot in Woodstock on May 30-June 1/08.

At least four gals will be bringing their husbands and motor coaches, as we finally heard from the campground and it should be opened by then.  I am waiting to hear from them again about our reservations.  The campground is situated within a short walking distance to the arena where events are happening.  Registration was for Feb 14/08 but if you change your mind, I can contact the Organizing committee to see if there are any openings.
 
In today’s paper, March 4/08, in our comic section, Dagwood went into a restaurant for lunch “Sorry,  but it was booked by the Red Hat Society”.  He thought he still should be able to get lunch…it then shows Dagwood at the lunch bar wearing a ladies red hat and sitting with a group of red hatters.  So even Dagwood is now in the spirit of Red Hatting.
 
Just to give you a little bit of news, six Fredericton Queens will be hosting the 2009 Red Hat Hoot here in Fredericton, so circle June 5-7/2009, on your next year’s agenda.
Your Mommy is involved as Queen of Women On Wheels, and we have started making plans now.
   
That’s it for now. Hope to see you in Sussex in May.                               Queen Mommy Marie
**************************************************

A few kind words:

Love one another, 

be kind and honor one another,

Encourage one another, 

comfort one another,

Serve one another, 

be patient with one another, 

Forgive one another 

and pray for one another.

WAGON MASTER REPORT

Hello from Florida.  We’ll try not to gloat about the lack of snow, but…!!
 
The 2008 rally schedule is pretty well set, and you will find registration forms and details about the St. Martins and Spring Rallies elsewhere in this newsletter.  The Sussex Balloon Fiesta rally will, as usual, be held the second week-end in September at the regular spot and the Last Hurrah rally will again be in Shediac in October.   Full details will be in the next newsletter.
 
We currently do not have any event scheduled for July/August and if anyone is interested in organizing a Bannister weekend or an informal simple get together at, say, St. Andrews, during that time slot, I would like to hear from you.  
 
We hope to see many of you again this summer.
 
Frank Boers
 
Upcoming Rallys

June 13 - 15


St. Martins Lobster Rally








Rally Masters Bill & Janet Sneath

June 27 – 29


Spring Rally at Fredericton Exhibition Grounds






Rally Masters Don & Barb Hatheway








 Bun & Alice Regan

**********************************************************

REMINDERS FROM FMCA

Did you know?

FMCA will pay $25 to any members that 





Submits a Tech & Travel Tip which is





Published in the Family Motor Coaching Magazine

Did you know?

It is up to you as an individual member to call or





Email FMCA with your latest address, phone number





And email address.  This information must come from





You – not the Chapter Secretary.  You will receive info 




from NMA (Northeast Motor home Association) and 




FMCA,  so your info must be up to date.





FMCA does not give out our members info, so you can be


Assured that your information will only be used by NMA 
and  FMCA for official business.






Rally Masters: Bill and Janet Sneath, 506-387-7392
E mail : jbsneath@nbnet.nb.ca

Location:    Century Farm Campground St Martins, New Brunswick.

Full Service Sites limited to the first 35 coaches to register, register early! 

Directions:

To drive to St. Martins,  you exit off route 1 just 18 miles past the Saint John airport via route 111. 
From Sussex, St. Martins is only 28 miles along route 111 west. 
Activities: 

Friday,  June 13th every coach to bring your favorite dish for Pot Luck Supper 

Saturday,  June 14th you are on your own if you wish to visit the beautiful 

St. Martins Caves, Scenic Falls, or Fundy Trail

Ladies luncheon on Saturday 

Saturday 14th Lobster cooked when arrived (based on tides)

Saturday & Sunday mornings continental breakfast

Departure Lunch Sunday gourmet meal (Hot Dogs) with all the fixings.
Friday and Saturday afternoons will be available for those enthusiastic Washer Toss, Horse Shoes, or Kite Flyers

Bring a snack to share for Happy Hour (even numbers Friday, odd ones Saturday)
TENTATIVE  AGENDA

for

2008 Perfect Circle Spring Rally 

at

Fredericton Exhibition Grounds

June 27, 28 & 29, 2008

Friday June 27

                     
9:00 AM  Golf (own expense)

                      12:00 PM   Ladies Luncheon (own expense)

                        4:00 PM   Happy hour

                        6:00 PM   Pot Luck  (bring a dish for 4 )

                        7:30 PM   Auction

Saturday June 28

                         8:30 AM   Coffee & light breakfast

                         2:00 PM    Ice cream social

                         2:00 PM    Craft sale

                                           Book sale

                                           Memberships

                                           Perfect Circle merchandise

                                           New members orientation

                         View new and used motor homes 
on  display

                          6:00 PM   Catered dinner (roast beef & chicken)

                          7:30 PM    Live music and dance

Sunday  June 29

                          8:00 AM to 9:00 AM  catered full breakfast

                         10:00 AM   Church service

                         11:00 AM   General meeting

