                                          President’s Report July 2008. 

The Perfect Circle Spring Rally and Annual General Meeting was held at the Fredericton Exhibition Grounds on June 27, 28, and 29. The turn out was a little less than had been hoped for, with 33 coaches and about 70 bodies present.

The weather was cool with rain at night but the days were fine. The large coliseum at the exhibition grounds was an excellent spot to hold the event and everybody seemed to have an enjoyable time. It easily accommodated the coaches on display, the meetings, the Saturday night dance, and the organized meals and activities. I heard many positive comments stating it was the best rally ever.

 The date of the event was not ideal because of several conflicting activities, including the races at Loudon, high school graduations, a number of health issues, weddings and family gatherings during the Canada Day week end. Of course the cost of fuel had a definite impact. The date had originally been selected to accommodate the Woolastook Blue Grass festival. As you know, that event was cancelled for reasons beyond our control.

The Annual Meeting was quite routine, with election of some new officers. We have one new face on the executive with the election of Mike McCawley as second Vice President. There are a few changes in the Standing Committees, including Inventory Chairman and Bulletin Editor. We are indebted to Ron Hill and to Herb and Jean Foglein for faithfully and efficiently heading up these committees for the past number of years. Herb and Jean sold their motor home and Ron Hill felt is was time somebody else took over his position. Arch and Lorraine Pierce have done a superb job publishing and distributing the newsletter over the past couple years and have kindly consented to continue, for which we are most grateful. The newsletter is a very important link and the lifeline of Perfect Circle. We are pleased to have Brenda Sullivan, together with Arch and Lorraine Pierce continue publication and distribution of the Newsletter. I am sure Herb and Jean are in the background to help when and if required.

  The executive will meet in the near future to rethink the number and dates for future rallies, the policy and method of inventory control, recruitment, the policy of retaining and filing historical records, refunds for “no shows” and late arrivals at rallies.

  We look forward to seeing you at the Sussex Balloon Fest in Sept, at River Glade in August and at Shediac in October.

 Have a great, safe and healthy summer.

                           Don Hatheway  President

NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                              July 2008                                                                             

The Fredericton weatherman wanted us to keep our ‘cool’ and tried to ‘dampen’ our spirits during the Spring Rally, but we ignored him, eh. From all reports everyone had a great time. A big THANK YOU from this corner to Rallymasters Don and Barb, Alice and Bun, and to all their many helpers. They came through big time, in spite of the unavoidable site change happening at a bad time last fall.

National/Area News

Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 14-17, 2008, St. Paul, Minnesota

Northeast Area Rally – August 7-10, Essex Junction, Vermont

FMCA Winter Convention - March 16-19, 2009, Perry, Georgia

Our chapter was not able to find anyone to represent us at the Summer International Convention in St. Paul. There will probably be quite a few chapters in the same boat, given the fuel price situation. Fortunately, the Governing Board Meeting Agenda looks      pretty routine, with no controversial topics to be considered.

 The NEA Rally at Essex Junction is always a good one, and we know that some of you are planning to attend.  They can often use volunteer help, so if you are interested and give me a call soon, I will try to put you in touch with a volunteer captain from a NEA sister chapter that has such a need.
FMCA National Officers and staff are struggling to maintain benefits that are most important to members, and to control costs to fall within reduced revenues. A dues increase to $49/yr is proposed for 2009, which will be voted on by letter ballot late this fall. I understand that any prepaid dues will be honored, so you may wish to “top up” your prepaid dues and save a few dollars. I just did so online, adding the maximum of five additional future years, taking us out to 2015.
FMCA membership continues to decline, and it is important that we all do our best to recruit new members. It is our impression that our national officers and staff are doing a good job in somewhat difficult times. Overall, FMCA (and our chapter) are in very good health, and we can look forward to continuing to enjoy this wonderful fun and fellowship.
Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin 

 Summer phone (506) 455-6822           

BULLETIN EDITOR

Hello one and all from your new “Bulletin Editor”.  Hopefully while you are reading this newsletter,  you smile and wonder…now how did she do such a good job.  Well, I am going to say, Thank you to Jean and Herb Foglein.  About the middle of June they drove  to Welsford, to deliver the computer, books, file folders, papers, old newsletters, and knowledge.  They spent about two hours here in my office trying to explain what they could.  But as we know, hands on is the best way.  So far I have only had to telephone them twice about problems.  I did inform Herb to wait for my call when I have to enter things on the web.  We   certainly should give a big thanks to them for all they did for the club.

Now, on with the business.  I have included a registration form for the Sussex Balloon Fiesta,  also  The Last Hurrah rally will be held in Shediac, Oct. 17-19.  The rally masters, Claudette and Don Morrow are away until the end of summer.   Put this rally on your calendar.  There is going to be an informal Bannister rally at Riverglade.   Also, I have included a Merchandise  order form.  There are a few new members that might like to wear the chapter blues.  Everyone should dig out the blues at least once a weekend when there is a rally…

The next Newsletter will be in September..Deadline September 15.

Send any information to Brenda Sullivan, brenda_john@hotmail.com  (brenda_john).

2nd Vice President

Just a little note from Mike McCawley..says he is looking forward to learning the operations of the executive and giving back to a club he and Kathy have enjoyed for several years.  
PERFECT CIRCLE GENERAL MEETING – JUNE 29, 2008

The general meeting of Perfect Circle Chapter was held during the Spring Rally in Fredericton, N.B. at 10:40 a.m. on Sunday, June 29, 2008. 

PRESIDENT – Don Hatheway welcomed members from Perfect Circle, Scotian Roamers and Maine Wheels. 

SECRETARY – Glenna Cornford read the minutes of the last General Meeting held in Sussex, NB on Sept.9, 2007. The minutes were approved as read.
TREASURER – Loretta Hill presented the financial report. She reported a bank balance of $6,438.56.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR – John Devlin welcomed members and guests to the Spring Rally. He advised us that there would be no delegate to represent us at the Governing Board Meeting in St. Paul, MN in July 2008. The Northeast Area Rally will be held in Essex Junction, Vermont on August 7-10, 2008. John will be unable to attend but will find a representative from the chapter to attend the NEA meeting. He reported on the drop in FMCA membership and its effect on the organization and on the motorhome industry. He advised us of a possible increase in our FMCA dues for 2009. 

1st VICE PRESIDENT & WAGONMASTER – Frank Boers discussed the various rallies coming up this season. The Sussex Balloon Fiesta will be held Sept.5-7 and the Last Hurrah will be held in Shediac on Oct.17-19. Scotian Roamers are having a Cruise and Shop in North Conway NH on Sept. 11-13.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

BULLETIN EDITOR – Don Hatheway advised us that Jean Foglein has retired from her position as bulletin editor.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Ann Barton reported 7 new members.

SUNSHINE SECRETARY – Marie Salter reported that 27 various cards and 3 memorial donations were sent out since June 1/07. There was a minute of silence for 3 of our past members, Arthur Young, Roy Mannette and Bob MacMonagle

MERCHANDISE CHAIRMAN – Glynn Salter reported sales of $455 worth of shirts, caps, lanyards and nametags.

OLD BUSINESS – There was no old business

NEW BUSINESS – There was no new business 

Don Hatheway turned the meeting over to Glen Salter for the Election of Officers.
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ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Nominations were received for the following Executive positions:

  


2nd Vice President  - Mike McCawley - One year term

 


Secretary – Glenna Cornford – Two year term

  


Treasurer – Loretta Hill – Two year term

  


National Director – John Devlin – Two year term

Alternate National Director – Retus MacFadyen – Two year term

There were no further nominations from the floor, and the above were declared elected for the terms indicated.




APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Don Hatheway took the chair to appoint the committee members. New committee members appointed are;

Bulletin Editor - Brenda Sullivan

Inventory Chairman- Position is vacant and will be dealt with at executive level

Remaining in their positions are;

Membership Secretary - Ann Barton

Sunshine Secretary – Marie Salter

Merchandise Chairman – Glen Salter

Mailing of Bulletins – Lorraine and Arch Pierce





APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR

Floyd Freeman was appointed as Perfect Circle’s Financial Auditor.





PRESENTATIONS – Frank Boers presented pins to the 2007 Rallymasters as follows:


Retus and Mary MacFadyen and Albert and Ardyth Rose – Spring rally in Moncton


Frank and Linda Boers – Sussex Rally


Don and Claudette Morrow – Shediac Rally

Plaques were presented to Don and Barb Hatheway and Bun and Alice Regan for the 2008 Spring Rally

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am 

Submitted by:

Glenna Cornford

Secretary – Perfect Circle Chapter - FMCA

VICE PRESIDENT/WAGON MASTER REPORT
The first two rallies of the season were a great success and our thanks go to the rallymasters, Bill and Janet Sneath for St. Martins, and Don and Barbara Hatheway and Alice and Bun Ragan for The Spring Rally in Fredericton.  The next club rally will be the Balloon Fiesta rally in Sussex, September  5, 6 and 7, details attached.

Attendance at rallies has been declining over the past few years, a trend which is evident from the FMCA International rallies on down to the club events.  Attendance at the Spring Rally was the lowest in years at 33 coaches registered. While the cost of fuel and changing demographics may be two reasons for the decline, I wonder whether the content and or format of club events may be another reason?  Are the venues getting “stale”? Are the events “too  planned”?  Should we go back to informal get togethers without planned activities? If you did not attend either of the two rallies this year, why did you not?  The Executive would be interested in hearing from Members over the summer and perhaps we can have a discussion on the topic at the Sussex or Shediac rallies, and devise a strategy to increases attendance at club events..  Please email comments to me at maybhome@aol.com
Ron and Darilyn Hill after many years of looking after the club inventory, have now given up that responsibility.  On behalf of the Club, I wish to thank them both for their dedication and efforts over the years. The inventory is being reduced to the essentials needed for a normal club rally and a revised inventory list will be published on the web page shortly. The plan is to have items split up for safe keeping between a number of Members with one person being made responsible to coordinate this and keep track of where items are located. Currently all items are located with Don Hatheway in Fredericton, but this is only intended as a temporary solution.  More on this later.

Elsie and Claude Bannister have graciously invited members to an “At Home” Rally on their property in River Glade for the week-end of August 15-17th. This will be an informal rally and there will be no planned events or meals.  So, bring what you wish to eat and drink or play with and enjoy a quiet week-end in the country with friends.  So that we will have an idea as to how many will attend, please send me an e-mail if you expect to be there. (maybhome@aol.com)
Frank Boers



***Just some friendly reminders while you enjoy you RV living.   Please always pick up after your pets, and when you use your generators, please put your stack on.  It isn’t pleasant breathing fumes of a generator.  Thank you***
                         PERFECT CIRCLE SUNSHINE REPORT

Get Well cards sent to:

Retus MacFadyen





Linda Boers





Dee Tibbetts

Sympathy card sent to:

Doe MacBeth (loss of Scotty)

Thinking of you card:

Jim Hodge

Anniversary Card:

Claude & Elsie Bannister





50 years together

We want to send along a message to Jim & Lou Hodge, to let them know that they are in our thoughts and prayers.  Jim has not been well these past few months and was certainly missed at our Spring Rally.  We know Jim and Lou would have been there if Jim’s health had permitted it.  

We hope that Dee Tibbetts’ health is improving after her recent stroke.  We also must remember Greg Deslauriers and Len Titus as they go through some serious tests in the very near future.  Also we hope Retus is doing well after his surgery in Saint John, and Linda is back in full swing after the ankle injury that has kept you off your feet.

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the death of Scotty MacBeth, from Maine Wheels.

Scotty and Doe were not members of Perfect Circle Chapter, but they attended many of our rallies and were part of our circle of friends.  He will  be sadly missed by friends on both sides of the border.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Salter, Sunshine Committee  

WHY WE LOVE CHILDREN
*One day the first grade teacher was reading the story of Chicken Little to her class.  She came to the part where Chicken Little warns the farmer.  She read”…and Chicken Little went up to the farmer and said “The Sky is Falling!”  The teacher then asked the class, “And what do you think that the farmer would say?  One little girl raised her hand and said, “I think he said:  “Holy sh*t!  A talking chicken!”  The teacher was unable to teach for the next 10 minutes.

*It was that time, during the Sunday morning for the children’s sermon.  All the children were invited to come forward.  One little girl was wearing a particularly pretty dress and and the pastor leaned over and said, “That is a very pretty dress.  Is it your Easter Dress”?  The little girl replied, directly into the pastors clip-on microphone, “Yes, and my Mom says it’s a b*tch to iron”.

St Martins Lobster Rally

June 13-15 2008

The weather cooperated and we all enjoyed ourselves in beautiful St Martins New Brunswick.

We had a few last minute cancellations which was unfortunate but for the fifty five that attended the Lobster Rally it was great. The sun shone all weekend.

Bev Dunn sure showed her hubby that she can play golf; Don will be her caddy when she goes on tour. 

Bev had the high score for the girls in the putting contest.

Tim O’Connor had the high score for men.

Darilyn & Ron Hill were the lucky winners of the Gift Certificate for two days camping which was donated by Century Farm Family Camping.

John Nutter won the 50/50 draw  ($51.00).
The Century Farm Campground staff treated us wonderfully and did everything possible for us to have a GREAT time. 

Friday evening was a Jam Session and Saturday evening was live music with Marie Short.

We enjoyed a Pot Luck Supper on Saturday evening, as usual; the girls did a top notch job, a big thanks to you all.  

Not to be forgotten… the Ladies Luncheon was a great bash at the St. Martin’s Baptist Church.

Rally Masters,

Janet and Bill Sneath

****REMINDER****  If the members of Perfect Circle have anything they wish to put in any future Newsletters, please send it along anytime to the Bulletin Editor..Brenda Sullivan…brenda_john@hotmail.com  Also, if you have a change of email address or phone number contact Brenda Sullivan or Ann Barton.  We will make sure it gets upgraded.  And, if you haven’t paid your dues for Perfect Circle, please send them in to Ann Barton.  There is an Invoice in this newsletter you can cut  out and send along with a cheque asap, so we know how many active members there are.  Thanks again.
        WOMEN ON WHEELS, JULY/08 
Well gals, once again we are on a roll.We started our spring round up with a luncheon in Sussex in May with a great turn.This was a new event for us by having an early spring luncheon, and it was certainly well attended .We welcomed Linda Boers and Ruth Allen into our Wmen On Wheels Chapter.We had a very lively auction, with items going for extremely high stakes.Shirley Nauss and Judy Beatty were the auctioneers and did a super job.This is a new job description for them to add to their resumes. 
Our next big event was the 2009 Red Hat Hoot in Woodstock. Four of the gals were able to talk their husbands into bringing their motorhomes to the Hoot. Always nice to have husbands with us.Although the weather was not in our favour, we had  a great time .The guys even had a chance to look in at the Hoot, just to see what it is that can keeps us so interested .Were they in for a surprise !
Four hundred, plus, women, having the time of their lives is something to see. The guys just shook their heads ,but I think they were really amazed.Our other Women on Wheels gals were staying at one of the local hotels but still managed to hang out together.
We attended a luncheon in St Martins ,which was organized by Rallymaster, Janet Sneath .Thank you Janet for inviting us to attend in our red and purple attire. It was nice to see Carolyn Beers and Margie Mac Laughlin arrive in time for the luncheon. They drove down from Moncton .Following lunch,we started on the first of the purple poncho sessions .Glenna Cornford and Lorraine Pierce were the instructors . Carolyn was able to get hers cut out, while the rest of us watched and took notes. Linda Boers rested in her coach with her foot up and well wrapped after a very nasty ankle twist on her way to the rally.
Our next outing was in Fredericton at the Spring Rally, where we indulged ourselves with great food at the Delta Hotel.30 Ladies were present and we always have a great time when the women in Perfect Circle have the opportunity to lunch together and have fun. Shirley Nauss ,Judy Beatty and Carolyn Beers came by car for the luncheon and to spend the afternoon with us.We pulled out the tables in the Exhibition Centre and laid out our purple fabric to continue with our poncho session .We looked like an assembly line in a sweat shop .This time Glenna and Lorraine had assistance from Carolyn and Judy, as they had their ponchos all done and could help the rest of us..
Women do know how to have fun and our group certainly can turn any event into a fun time..
Keep tuned into your computers for any up-coming events in the Red hat World.
Yours in Hatting,Queen Mommy Marie  
                                    CHAPTER CHATTER (IS BACK)
 
Well two wrongs sometimes do make a right .Clint Colpitts and Gary Kennedy both agreed that they would be coming to Fredericton on Thursday and would meet here.  Clint was actually all packed and ready to hit the road for Thursday.  The only problem was, Clint was talking about the Spring Rally ( which he planned to attend a week before the actual event ) and Gary was talking about the races in Geary.  By this time they had everyone confused as to who was going where and,  when and on what date were they going !!
Linda Boers always puts her best foot forward.  Unfortunately,  the problem was on her way to St Martins, when she put that foot forward she twisted her ankle and ended up in emergency.  She had broken/cracked a bone in that ankle area and has since had to immobilize the leg and use crutches.  She put on a brave face for us and hunkered down in the motorhome for the week-end.
 Have you ever been to a restaurant when they removed your plate before you were finished? ?   Well ! it’s even worse when they take the table out from under you before you have finished eating.  Looks like Laurie Beatty and a few others were left high and dry in St Martins with no table during the pot luck dinner,  whish and it was gone. 
Some of the ladies were delegated to the nursery for “Time out” in St Martins at the ladies Luncheon. They just wouldn’t share !!
Glynn Salter and Mike Mc Cawley were the only kite enthusists this year in St Martins.  I guess no one else was told to “go fly a kite”.

Shirley Freeman and Leah Devlin were sure kicking up their heels at the dance in Fredericton.   You go Girls !!
Larry Mc Laughlin,our auctioneer,  had to really watch his back at our Spring rally. Margie was sitting behind him bidding top dollar on auctioned items.
Looks like Arch, Derrick, Glynn and Laurie are getting close to joining the red hat gals,as they were seen at the red hat dance in Woodstock.
Frank Boers had his hands full with his dogs when the barnyard group got started over the CB s in Fredericton.  Don’t know which was funnier, the roosters ,the ducks or Frank and the dogs.
And last but not least, ALWAYS be careful when taking the garbage into the compound area, the door might close and lock you in forever.  (until you scale the bin and see the other wall is all open)

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Wanted to buy:  Blue Ox Tow Hitch, Contact Don Langille at 902-835-0141    

                            Or email:  langilleperky @eastlink.ca

For Sale:  Base Plate to fit Jimmy or Blazer (1994 to 2002)  $50.00

                 Contact Brenda Sullivan at 506-486-2081

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES

Loretta & Jack Hill:    jlhill@nb.sympatico.ca
Sandra & Raymond Couglan:   rscouglan@gmail.com
NEW MEMBERS

Wendell & Donna Flewelling

Everette Dickie & Barb Freeze

Ken & Venia Reynolds

CHEAPER CHEMICAL FOR RV TANKS

1 cup Borax, 1 cup Ammonia, 1 cup Pine Sol

Mix these three items into a gallon jug, and fill with water.

Pour some into a spray bottle and keep in washroom.  Each time you use flush give the toilet a spray.  Keeps room smelling fresh, cleans toilet, and is best chemical for tank.  But every now and then, a couple of glug, glugs into the toilet is best.

ON THE GO BISCUITS/CINNAMON BUNS

Mix together:  8 cups flour, 1 lb. shortening, 1 small pkg. powered milk,

                        8 tablespoons Baking Powder, pinch salt.

Put these items in large freezer bag, and keep in refrigerator.  When you want to mix up some biscuits, take out 2 cups and add enough water to make your biscuits.   To make cinnamon buns…roll out the biscuit dough long and rectangular.  Spread butter/margarine on the dough, spread brown sugar on next, sprinkle with cinnamon.  Roll up like jelly roll, slice , bake 305 degrees on greased pan (pam).  
ATLANTIC HOT AIR BALLOON FIESTA RALLY

Sussex, N.B., September 5, 6 and 7th, 2008

Rally Masters: Frank and Linda Boers, 847-3521

Location:  Same site as previous years, next to Princess Louise Park, Sussex.  
Directions:
Take exit 195 at Four Corners in Sussex and follow the FMCA  signs.  The rally site is directly across from the balloon launching site.

We will be dry camping. Out of consideration for your neighbours and due to the proximity of coaches to each other, GENERATOR STACKS are strongly encouraged.  Please run generators ONLY between 7 am and 11p.m. NOTE: The portion of the field we are using is a bit uneven in places and you MAY need blocks to put under some of your wheels. 
Activities:
View balloon launching from the comfort of your coach





Ladies luncheon on Saturday,  Red Hatters welcome in attire


Friday, pizza nite, Saturday: supper provided, with ice cream as desert




Coffee and light breakfast Saturday and Sunday mornings (bring mugs)



Short General Meeting on Sunday morning



Further program details will be included in the welcome bag
If you buy gas or diesel  on September 6, 7, or 8 at the Irving Blue Canoe Four Corners (diesel, use ONLY pumps 9 or 10 in the FRONT of the store) you could win up to $100 of your purchase in Irving coupons (2 draws).  Deposit your receipt in the box provided at the rally.

Note: 
Lunch not included in rally fee, early arrival, $10/night

Bring a snack to share for Happy Hour (even numbers Friday, odd ones Saturday)
For information on the Balloon Fiesta activities go to:  www.AtlanticBalloonFiesta.ca.

REGISTRATION FORM

ATLANTIC HOT AIR BALLOON FIESTA RALLY

FMCA #________________RALLY FEE: $50.00, GUEST $20 p.p.
LAST NAME:____________________________FIRST NAMES_______________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________PHONE NUMBER___________________________

MAKE OF COACH____________________COACH LENGTH______SLIDES:  0  1  2   OR MORE

GUEST(S) NAMES:___________________________________________GEN. STACK- YES__NO__

First rally?_____________Electicity needed?____________Ladies luncheon?________

Mail registration form with payment (cheques payable to Frank Boers) to Frank Boers, 4 Devonayer Crt, Rothesay, NB, E2E 6E2,  by August  27th, 2007. 

SPACE IS LIMITED, REGISTER EARLY!

FOR P.C. MEMBERS, PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED FOR ALL RALLYS

