DECEMBER 2006 PERFECT CIRCLE NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
It is with great sadness that I write this presidents message as we just got word that Don Nauss passed away; this being the same week that Wendy and Garry Myles lost their son. It will be a difficult time on the family members and we should all give our love and support. 
Don will be missed in the Perfect Circle family. He always got people together to socialize, laugh and have fun. I remember our first winter in Florida at Wauchula when Don would make the rounds on his 3-wheeler to make sure everyone knew where happy hour was going to be held. We have all had lots of laughs with Don and Shirley and Shirley, we want to keep those laughs going with you. 
It is hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner. This year seemed to fly by but they say that time goes by faster the older one gets. I hope that all of you who are heading south this winter have a safe trip. Bonnie and I do not have any plans made yet due to aging parents and a significant Feb birthday party. We hope to see all of you in Moncton at the 20th anniversary rally. Save your gas coupons and come to Moncton.
Bonnie and I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a healthy, Happy New Year.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Another summer has gone, and Leah and I are down in Sebring Florida at Tanglewood Resort. We hope you all enjoy the winter months, wherever you are. Should you find yourself near central Florida, please give us a call at the number below and arrange to drop in for a visit. The teapot is always on, and the wine bar is always open!

National/Area News

There is nothing new to report under this heading. Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

Southeast Area Rally – Feb. 7-11, 2007, Brooksville, Florida

Winter International Rally – March 19-22, 2007, Perry, Georgia

Northeast Area Rally – July 11-14, 2007, Augusta, New Jersey

If you plan to attend any of these, and would like to travel and/or park with other members please let me know, and I will try to put you in touch with each other. Leah and I tentatively plan to attend the Perry rally.

Other News

I recently dug out my copy of the "FMCA Risk Management Guide" in order to provide some information for one of our members. This is a 46-page document; much of it pertaining to the national and area rallies. But it occurs to me that some information on the insurance policy, which FMCA carries to cover certain liability and property damage claims may be of interest.

A few excerpts that are relevant:

"This policy provides coverage for bodily injury and property damage alleged to have arisen out of an occurrence, or an accident, as a result of FMCA's negligence. The insureds are FMCA, Family Motor Coaching, Inc., areas, chapters, associations, cooperatives, members, employees, and volunteers while acting on behalf of FMCA. In other words, this coverage protects FMCA and its members from parties outside FMCA such as someone who may decide to sue for damages (injury or property) allegedly caused by FMCA."

".......there is no liability coverage provided for the negligent acts of a non-member attendee."

"There is no liability or physical damage coverage for personally owned automobiles or motorhomes. Automobiles rented in the name of FMCA or the rally sponsor and used entirely for the business of FMCA or the rally, are covered for both liability and physical damage."

"Fraudulent and criminal acts by any of the directors and officers are not covered under this policy, as they would be individually liable."

My personal feeling is that while we can never escape all risk, the exposure we face as volunteers doing our jobs as best we can at chapter events is small. We should of course carry good PL and PD on our vehicles, regardless of FMCA. (We have $2,000,000+ on PL).

Happy travels,                   John and Leah Devlin                      Winter phone (863) 471-1501

NEWSLETTER REPORT
Happy Holidays to one and all from Jean, Herb, Lorraine and Arch.  We hope this holiday sees you surrounded by family and friends and that you enjoy the season in good health & happiness.

If you know any member who does NOT HAVE EMAIL … please print them out a copy of this newsletter as there is no mailing this month.
Remember Perfect Circle’s  20th Anniversary is coming up next spring – this should be a great rally, lots of fun events planned from what I hear  – check out our Web page – http://perfectcirclefmca.ca to get your registration form.  … Ron and Darilyn Hill sent in this note:

Hi Everyone:

We are doing a slide show for the 20th Anniversary Celebration of Perfect Circle next June and are still looking for some pictures.

 

We are starting early because we are just learning about Power Point in order to do the slide show, and I guess we need the time.

We've received pictures from members around the Moncton area but need some from other areas also. We certainly don't want to leave members out if we can help it.

 

The following are pictures we are interested in:

 

1. "Old" pictures from the start of Perfect Circle. (We got a few from Margie McLaughlin and Carolyn Beers, but maybe there are others??)

2. Members doing funny things or dressed up in costumes.

3. Groups of members, Rallies, happy hours or gatherings under the awnings.

4. We would also like to have pictures of members who are no longer with us. We thought a Memoriam section might be nice.

5. Pictures of couples. (Both previous members and present members)

 

6. Actually pictures that might be "interesting" in any way would be great.
 

If you are able to put pictures on a disk that would be wonderful, but if not, mail them to us and we will scan and return them to you ASAP.

 

If you have any questions, please call or email us.

 

Thanks

Ron and Darilyn Hill

1089 Coverdale Road

Riverview, NB E1B 5G4

Phone: 387-8444

Email: rondarhill@aol.com
And just a note to say that Maine Wheels FMCA group is also celebrating their 20th Anniversary next year and plan a big rally at the Ramada Inn in Lewiston … date – August 24 & 26/07.  Another date to mark on your calendar for a fun time.
PERFECT CIRCLE SUNSHINE REPORT 

Get Well cards, sent to:                    Willard Waugh, who has suffered a stroke

                                                            Don Nauss, admitted to hospital

                                                            Laurie Beatty, surgery                                                            

Thinking of you cards, sent to;          Greg Deslauriers, who was burned in a home accident                                                             

Anniversary card, sent to Larry & Margie Mc Laughlin on their 50th wedding Anniversary

Sympathy cards, sent to;                  Jim & Lou Hodge in the loss of Lou’s son

                                                           Gary & Wendy Myles, in the loss of their son, Ronnie

Memorial sent to:                             Roy Mannette in respect for Dorothy, who passed                                                             

                                                                   away in October /06

                                                           Shirley Nauss in respect for Don, who passed away 

                                                                    Dec 7/06

Other notes; 

It was great to see Fran Murphy at the rally in Shediac. Fran had not been well this summer..

Bonnie Colpitts has recovered from her bout of pneumonia. Bonnie was too ill to join the Gaspe tour.

Albert Rose spent a few days in the hospital this fall, but was up and running again at the last rally.

Paul Barton had surgery on his hands this fall, this should make for another interesting seminar from Ann

I also understand that Byard Moran from Century Farm campground was not well this fall.

I heard that Joyce Ritcey also underwent surgery this summer for a knee replacement. 

Sympathy goes to Don & Gert Langille in the recent loss of Don’s sister. 

These “Other Notes” information was passed on to me after the facts but we still want to include them in our thoughts.  I received this information too late to send cards, and for any others who we may have missed, my apologies. I do have to have someone let me know, if you know of anyone who is ill, had surgery, or has lost a family member.  

It is with great sadness that we share in the loss of two of our members this fall, Dorothy Mannette and Don Nauss. Our prayers and thoughts are with Roy and Shirley, and their respective families, as they face this new challenge in their lives.  

Please let me know of someone that you think might appreciate a card from us.  
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Salter, Sunshine Committee

 WOMEN ON WHEELS W.O.W. 

Well gals, some of you will receive this under warm sunny skies; others have already had their first snow storm and most of us will have our Christmas decorations already up and our shopping all done!!. 

We attended a Ladies Luncheon which Rallymaster Judy Beatty organized in Shediac at the Lobster deck while at our Fall rally. Thought for a minute that the restaurant had closed it’s doors and had forgotten us but our biggest concern, of course, was that the men would see us all standing on the steps at the restaurant looking in the windows .However, the doors opened and in we scooted for a delicious lunch. 

One of the high lights of our Chapter’s activities, was attending the High Tea in Saint John on October 17/06 with the Exalted Queen Mother, Sue Ellen Cooper from California in attendance. The Exalted Queen Mother  Sue Ellen arrived on a  Cruise ship in Saint John, so there were lots of Red Hatters to welcome her and the other Red Hatters on the Ship.  She was very gracious and accommodating. Queen Mother Raylene Rogers and her Chapter from Quispamsis arranged to have a Tea at the Imperial Theatre in honor of our distinguished guest. It was truly lovely.

The “Divas Of the Ville” in Fredericton hosted a “Red Hat Smash” on Saturday, Nov 4/06 and it was awesome. Alice Regan and I represented Women On Wheels but there were over 100 ladies present. We had a wonderful day and those gals really worked hard to put on a first class event. Many Red Hatters were there from Maine, so it was quite an event.

Women On Wheels gathered together on November 14/06 at the Timberland Motel for their Christmas Luncheon, which is really one of our best outings.  Loretta Hill organized this and Ann Barton was her Santa’s helper at the event. There were 19 gals who were able to attend. A Publishing company sent me a complimentary Red Hat Cook Book to use as a lucky draw, which we did at this luncheon. Connie Ross was the winner, so she will be able to let us know which recipes are the best. Although it might be fun to start at the first of the book and work our way through it.

RED HAT PLANNED ACTIVITIES;  2006
.
RED HAT HOOT..WILL TAKE PLACE IN MONCTON THIS YEAR .THE DATE IS JUNE 1, 2/06 ……THE PRE- REGISTRATION MUST BE DONE BEFORE FEBRUARY 1/07.I HAVE EMAILED / MAILED INFO TO EVERYONE .REGISTRATION MUST BE DONE THROUGH THE QUEENS, SO PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND.AND SEND YOUR CHEQUE TO ME .I WILL ADVICE YOU TO WHOM THE CHEQUE SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO ..I WILL SEND ANOTHER REMINDER IN JANUARY BUT ONCE I GO SOUTH, ALL REGISTRATIONS SHOULD BE IN TO THE ORGANIZERS. THINK ABOUT TAKING OUR MOTORHOMES TO THE CAMPGROUND FOR THAT WEEK-END. WOULD MAKE  A GREAT FIRST OUTING BEFORE THE SPRING RALLY. 

SUNSHINE BASKET

Our Sunshine Basket is full and over flowing and thank you for the many gifts that we can use when we have the need to send a basket out to someone. Both Connie and Louise expressed their anticipation and fun in opening the gifts in their Sunshine Basket. 
We do invite any one that wants to join Women On Wheels, our Red Hat Chapter, of our Perfect Circle Chapter to buy a red hat, send along your dues of $5.00  We’ll send along a membership card, and that’s it ...as simple as that ! We even lowered our dues for next year, so I guess that would indicate a “sale” and you know how we all love sales.

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a festive holiday season, Queen Mommy Marie

RALLY REPORTS

2006 GASPE CARAVAN

 

What A Trip!!
  Barbara and I returned last night, Sept 30, 2006 from a 6 day trip around the Gaspe Peninsula, planned and directed by Allan and Shirley Dickson. This was Allan’s fifth Gaspe Caravan.
  I have heard many positive reports about previous caravans, but this one far exceeded my expectations. 
  There were eleven large coaches (mostly 40 footers) in a long line up, with Allan Dickson in the lead and me at the rear .We were always in close contact with our CB radios.
   At all times, Allan was very conscious of traffic considerations and took every means possible not to inconvenience anybody..
   Allan’s past experience and consideration for others (both Caravan and others) was exemplary.
   Allan’s meticulous Newtonian Linear Dynamic approach to life was impeccable and almost humorous at times. It made the trip absolutely stressless. He told us which bump to avoid, where the exits were, when to shift gears up or down, when to turn on the signal lights, when to let traffic pass, when we could use the wash room, brush or teeth or pee the dog .
   Shirley has obviously trained Allan well because he has a thorough understanding of the spousal instruction procedures.
    This was the nicest and well directed trip I have ever been on. The eleven large motor homes going down the highway, was truly a site to behold .The statement of consideration, courtesy and politeness made by the Caravan, under Allan’s direction was apparent to all who witnessed it. Everybody was waving and smiling as the Caravan proceeded down the highway.
   Allan planned every minute detail for departure times, arrival times, where to park, which museums to visit, boat rides, bus tours, campsites, shopping trips, restaurants, etc. Our timing was precise and exact, with a margin of error less than five minutes. Procrastination and second thoughts had no place in this Caravan.
    Allan had obviously made peace with the higher power. The night before we left, he assured me the weather would be bright and sunny throughout the trip .He explained that he had arranged for perfect sunny weather all five days and showed me the computer seven day forecast to prove it.  Right again.
   The Peak color of the leaves, the background of the majestic mountains, the bright sunshine was breath taking.    Throughout the trip, Allan gave us a running commentary on the CB radio.  He pointed out all the points of interest, what to look for, history of the area and the political mood (past, present and future).This included a historical overview of past battles between the British and French, Fossil research in the area, museums, gas and oil exploration and finds around the Gaspe Peninsula.
     Allan’s knowledge of the area, his research, direction and running narrative, revealed a side of Eastern Canada few of us knew existed.
      The Peak Color of the Leaves against the majesty and panoramic view of the mountains painted a portrait which was breathtaking and almost supernatural.  At times, as I was coming down steep inclines, I could see the front part of the Caravan winding around to my side and up a 14 degree incline.  An incredible sight.
      Contrary to earlier reports, with the exception of a 4 or 5 mile construction site, the roads were almost perfect.
    Apart from the beauty of the colorful and Magestic Mountains, Allan included many other highlights on the tour.
  
On Day # 1, we met at a Scenic Lookout in Campbellton, which I believe was developed though the efforts and initiative of Allan and Shirley Dickson. It is a beautiful view and site. We all parked there the first night.


  On Day # 2, we departed Campbellton and traveled 165 Km to Bonaventure where we camped for the night. On route ,we visited two museums and a beautiful Catholic Church .
   On Day # 3, we drove 120 km to Perce, where we took a boat tour around Perce rock and Bonaventure Island.  We camped overnight at Perce and shopped as long as we wished in the many small shops and boutiques. That evening we had a wonderful Pot Luck meal together in a very nice meeting room at the campsite .
    On Day # 4 ,we drove 162 Km to Grand Vallee.  On route we stopped at Gaspe village, where we had about one hour to shop, get fuel, floss our teeth, pee the dog or initiate any other plans as the Spirit moved us .
  Day #4 and # 5 were perhaps the prettiest part of the trip. The mountains and the color of the leaves were breath taking .
     On Day #5 ,we drove 128 Km to Cap Chat, where we had a wonderful 5 course meal at the lovely “Fleur de Lys Restaurant” The owners are from Normandy, France and prepare a superb meal served over a 3 hour period. We all ate far too much.
  Earlier in the day, we visited the gardens and Center of Canada’s largest Electric Windmill Park. It was a most enlightening tour to see hundreds of huge windmills generating renewable, environmentally friendly, energy from wind power.  A remarkable site and View.
      On Day # 6, we started the day with a delightful breakfast, at a quaint little roadside café. This was hosted and paid for by Shirley and Allan Dickson. Thank you Shirley and Allan. The food was excellent and plentiful. We all ate far too much especially after the extravagant, but delightful meal the night before. None of us lost any weight on the trip. We all look like a bunch of little Roly Poly’s.
    Every day around 4:00 PM, at the Campsite, we had a happy hour. This was an excellent time to meet, greet and get acquainted. There was always lots of treats, wine, mussels, birthday cake, etc.  Any opportunity to celebrate was greatly exaggerated. Throughout the trip, everybody was very positive, upbeat and happy. We had a few especially talented members on the trip who dazzled us with magic tricks, sung songs and displayed talents extraordinaire.
  On our last day, we toured a Salmon Museum at Grand Cascapedia, where we had an opportunity to fish and hook a 20 pound salmon. We drove 250 KM back to Campbellton.  Arrived at 2:30. Said our goodbyes and departed for home. The total trip from Campbellton, around the Gaspe Peninsula and back to Campbellton was 825 KM. 
    The trip was absolutely magnificent. It was a trip of a lifetime. Allan and Shirley certainly added a dimension which can never be repeated in their absence.
    Allan and Shirley, we are deeply indebted to you .On behalf of the group, I say THANK YOU.  We shall remember the 2006 Gaspe Caravan and the Dicksons forever .
     If this trip is offered in the future, don’t miss it. It is truly a trip of a lifetime.
                                    







Don and Barbara Hatheway.

Shediac Rally Report:

Our last hurrah rally for the season took place at the “Wishing Star” in Shediac Oct 13 – 15, hosted by Rallymasters Judy & Laurie Beatty.  It was a fantastic way to end the year.  

Friday we began with a wonderful happy hour with enough snacks to keep us well satisfied for the evening. However, we all stuffed ourselves again with a great Pizza dinner.  If that wasn’t enough, we had Larry’s popcorn while we watched the movie “RV”.  We laughed ourselves silly over the antics of Robin Williams and could really identify with some of the RV mishaps.  

Saturday morning dawned with enough rain to float us away but that doesn’t bother the Perfect Circle members.  We began with breakfast in the cozy Rec Hall and spent time talking & laughing together. Next on the agenda was the Ladies Luncheon and I heard many comments that the “Lobster Roll” was to die for! The men also went to lunch at their favorite Pub.  Back to the Campground and it’s time for happy hour again followed by a Pot Luck supper.  The food was fantastic as usual.  We waddled into our chairs and sat back to enjoy some fabulous entertainment.  Judy Beatty’s brother was part of a singing group of 4 that held our attention for hours. Not only could they sing and play but what a great sense of humor.  I hope we can get them back again for another Rally!  I wonder if Judy has some hidden singing talent too that we don’t know about. 

Sunday morning we enjoyed breakfast followed by a lovely church service. We all enjoyed singing some lovely hymns and hearing the thoughtful messages.  Lunch followed with some of Larry & Margie’s great hot dogs.  What a weekend!  I hear the hall is all booked for next years rally and I can’t wait to go back.  

Thanks Laurie & Judy for a wonderful weekend of fun & fellowship.  What a great way to end the Season!!

Bonnie Colpitts

PERFECT CIRCLE ADS …

FOR SALE;

DO YOU NEED A SET OF GOOD MICHELIN TIRES, OR JUST A SPARE ? LOW MILAGE; ONLY THREE YEARS OLD. SIZE; 235 R 70/22.5 . PRICE; $ 100 EACH

A REESE CHAMP TOW BAR ALSO AVAILABLE. PRICE $ 50.00

CONTACT; Glynn Salter; 506-455-4256  OR  glma@rogers.com

FOR SALE: Blue Ox base plate. Fits 1999 - 2004 Malibu or 2005-2006 Malibu classic. $125.00.    Ph: 506-738-8643. Thanks, Loretta Hill
FOR SALE:   Motorcycle lift for your RV, Made by Overbilt, 800lbs rated with electric winch, All hardware included except receiver hitch. Can be mounted on front or rear of coach. Asking $850. Call 207-591-4204

FOR SALE:  Used Aventa II Blue Ox Tow Bar, bought in 2003 and well looked after. $250.00  Call Herb Foglein at 506 847-4134 or email us at hfoglein@rogers.com.

A used class IV Aventa II Blue Ox Tow Bar combines the convenience of a direct receiver hitch connection with the practicality of a maintenance-free design. Easy release handles and rubber-protected arms ensure dependable operation.
· Class IV tow bar, for use with towed vehicles up to 10,000 lbs. 

· Lubricated arms telescope and tow bar stores on the motor home for easy hook-ups. 
· Offers a higher clearance than ball mounted tow bars. 
· Pin-free locking mechanism secures tow bar to back of motor home when not in use. 
· Long-lasting performance at a competitive price. 
Direct connection to 2-inch receiver provides additional security
A SMILE FOR YOU
One man's thoughts on RVing from the Fall METROPOLITAN Newsletter

YOU HAVE TO BE NUTS TO OWN A MOTORHOME by Mo Magliocchino

Have you ever asked yourself, why do I own this thing, who's idea was it anyway?

 

I really can't remember why we started, I think it was because it was a cheap way to take the family on a vacation.  Boy, hasn't that changed!

 

We started in a VW bus and three kids at the time, one of which was still in cloth diapers, since disposable ones were not invented yet.  Our first camp out was in a German 

Campground in Connecticut, complete with outhouses and a water spigot, and lots of heavy drinkers, none of which spoke English.  They got a big laugh when Pat proceeded to the outhouse to wash the dirty diapers, only to discover no running water.  Picture this, 5 of us stuffed into a VW bus, with a smelly diaper bucket, and surrounded by crazy krauts who partied well into the morning hours, around a huge bond fire, built 10 feet away from our humble abode.  You think we would have learned, but no, we didn't.

 

Well, here we are, 6 trailers, and 8 motorhomes later.  Are we any better off?  I have to wonder sometimes.  The out house and the water spigot have been moved indoors, so you can carry the "caca" cross country now if you desire.  The ice chest is now a full size upright refrigerator, with ice maker attached, and is wonderful, when it works.  And your motorhome is full of every appliance and accessory that you could ever want, and they make camping a sheer delight,...when they work.

 

And all of this is packaged in a neat bundle, with wheels and a fuel hungry engine and wheels that take three men and a boy to change, and a maintenance schedule to keep you busy full time.  It only takes 2 hours to wash the beast, if you do it right, and you only need 7 gallons of oil and a $40 filter for an oil change, and don't forget the fuel filters, and the water filters, and the chemistry set you need to check the radiator acidity and additive levels, and have you exercised your generator lately, lest it stop working for lack of use?

 

Again, I get back to the basic question, why do we do this to ourselves?  Wait, I know, it gives us a sense of independence, we can come and go as we please, we are free to travel the highways, they are like homeless shelters, no one wants them in their neighborhood, they don't fit through toll booths very well, or under low bridges, (usually on narrow 2 lane roads where you have to back up 4 miles to turn around), most filling stations, or shopping centers designed for Honda Civics.  Which brings up another point, you have to tow a car to use once you get to where you are going for obvious reasons.

 

The only reason that I can use to justify ownership, if the fact that I have to pee every 60 minutes, (30 minutes on cold days) and I found out early on, that it is difficult to pee in a Porsche (or have sex).  I estimate that to date, it has cost me $1250 for each time that I pee.

 

If you can come up with any better reasons, I would like to hear them.  Welcome to One Flew Over the CooCooNest.  Travel safe. 
FINAL NOTE:
Margie McLaughlin sent the following site …. 

wishing you all a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

	                     http://www.jacquielawson.com/viewcard.asp?code=1045671396586


	


