President’s Remarks

Well, the Rally Season is off to a great start!  The Spring Rally was a smashing success, despite the rains, which would not let up!  Congrats to Judy Beatty and her crew!  I understand the “rally” to the Halifax Tattoo was also a lot of fun and there is a report on this event elsewhere in this newsletter.

Yours truly and new members Borden and Barbara McLellan  and Ross and Marie Darling attended the North East Area Rally in Essex Junction VT, over the long week-end. The Darlings made their own way to the rally, while the Boers’ and McLellans, joined Maine Wheels and travelled as a group to the Rally.  Only when we arrived did we learn that the Maine Wheels had volunteered to make and serve coffee and donuts each morning!  That meant getting up at 5:30 a.m EACH morning so we could be ready for magic hour of  7 a.m.

Oh well, we did get some nice t-shirts, made a bunch of new friends and had a great time, despite the early hour.

The Boers “luck” with motorhomes  held for this trip! We got a stone chip in our brand new (4 weeks!!) windshield, just outside St George, which we managed to get fixed in St. Stephen, before it ran.  Then, right after leaving Burlington Vt., and travelling on busy I-89, our right front tire (all new in 2009)  had a “sudden expulsion of air”.  Turns out the valve stem split at the rim.  Thanks to a helpful State Trooper who kept us safe by parking his SUV behind us, and called for a tow truck to put on the spare, we only sat at the side of the road for an hour before we were on our way again.

The North East Area Annual General Meeting was also held during the rally, and I attended as a voting delegate. At the meeting a new set of By-Laws and Standing Rules for the Area were proposed. After the removal of a contentious section which would have seen the Area split in 4 sections with an un-elected “Regional Director” reporting to the Area VP, the revised documents were approved and accepted.

While on the subject of By-Laws and Standing Rules, John Devlin has done a great job of reviewing and updating our governing documents, which have been approved by your Executive.  Copies of the proposed revisions are attached and will be presented for a vote of acceptance at the next General Meeting which will be held in conjunction with the Last Hurrah rally in October.  

Happy RVing and don’t forget to  chase those potential new members we need!!                    By, Frank Boers

NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                                                    

What a great start to our summer events!   First the Spring Rally gave us cause to “Remember When” with so many well planned and executed activities that brought back great memories of rallies from earlier years,  nicely blended with some ‘new stuff’’.

And as I write this, Leah and I have just returned from the International Tattoo bus tour to Halifax. Simply superb, and the kind of ‘new event’ that I suspect the chapter will want to replicate in future, given that we have so many potential events and venues in these maritime provinces that we love so well! And as some of us grow older, more riding and less driving makes a lot of sense (
National/Area News

Northeast Area Rally July 2-5,  Essex Junction, Vermont – By the time you are reading this, the rally will be history. President Frank and Linda, along with some new members (and maybe others?) will have attended, and we look forward to hearing of their experiences.

FMCA Summer Convention – August 11-14, Redmond, Oregon

Our chapter is fortunate in securing Carole Adams to represent us as a Temporary Delegate at the Governing Board Meeting held during this FMCA Summer Convention. Several of our members have enjoyed overnight stops at Gary and Caroles’ Ramada Inn in Lewiston while travelling south. And they hosted the Maine Wheels 20th Anniversary Rally (and many other rallies before that) which several of our members attended in 2007.

Southeast Area Rally, February 2-6, 2011, Brooksville, Florida

FMCA winter Convention, March 14-17, Perry, Georgia

The overall FMCA situation continues to show some improvement. The proposed 2010 budget predicts a small loss on operations. Increased FMCA membership continues to be very important, both for financial reasons and to keep all parts of this great organization strong and vibrant. We all need to do what we can to actively recruit new members and retain present members. 

Happy travels                      John and Leah Devlin              506-455-6822             jldevlin@hotmail.com

1st Vice President’s/ Wagonmaster’s Report

Well here it is mid July and we have already had with one very successful Spring rally and  one successful bus tour behind us and the rally in the Mirimiche, (the Irish Festival) and the Race is On in Geary all set to go for the month of July.What an exciting start we have had to our 2010 rally season !What a great Spring Rally that Judy & Laurie Beatty and Friends put on for us- even the rain didn’t dampen our spirits .Thanks to the crew in Riverview/Moncton that organized such a wonderful week-end just for us .It was awesome ! Everything was exactly as I had anticipated a rally to be from this committee and I knew they would come through in flying colors .Thank you so much.

Our bus tour to the Nova Scotia International Tattoo was a sold out bus trip with 36 present and former Perfect Circle members , and 12 of their friends .This was a new venture for us and by the comments by most of those traveling to the Tattoo, it was a successful one. More to be said in the actual write up re the Tattoo.

Before this newsletter is printed we will have visited the Mirimichi for the Irish Festival .I hope you were able to come and I hope you have all your registrations in for the rallies that are to follow.

Be sure to check the rally list for the rallies planned for the summer and fall. Lots of different venues and each one offers a variety of interesting avenues to enjoy. I am really requesting that our members make a real effort to attend some of these rallies .We have had a few members take on the task of being a Rallymaster to make rally plans for the club, and it is a disappointment when only a few support their efforts .We will be there, we hope you will be also. 

Looks like a very interesting rally in Meteghan River, NS, hosted by Scotia Roamers in September. A few of us are considering that trip, so check the info on this one and  let us know if you are interested and we can perhaps travel down together. 

We are now making plans for the year 2011 and hope that maybe some of you would like the challenge of hosting a rally. If you are not comfortable doing that, maybe you could offer to help at another rally or let us know about any outstanding events that are taking place in your area. Hosting a rally can really be as simple and easy as you choose.Plan with another couple or ask us for help with your planning .Do you want another bus tour and if so, where would you like to go? Get involved, help our Chapter to grow in numbers and rally activities.

Respectfully submitted by,   Marie Salter

Membership Committee

     After discussion between Alverna Simpson, Ann Barton and myself, it was concluded that the timing of the change over of the Membership Committee Chairperson, just when dues and reports become due, was not the best, and that any permanent change should take place in the fall.

     Although Alverna will continue to accept membership dues at the next few rallies, Ann has graciously agreed to continue as Membership Chairperson until then.

     In the meantime, those of you who have not yet paid the 2010/11 dues which were due May 31, 2010, will have received a “Dues Notice” from Ann.  Please attend to this as soon as possible so we can update our roster and agree the numbers with FMCA National.  Please remember that in order to belong to Perfect Circle you must also be a paid up member of FMCA and vice-versa. 

Frank Boers

******************************************************************************

Notice of Motion for Perfect Circle Bylaws 

     Notice is hereby given, as required by our Bylaws, that a motion will be introduced at our fall general meeting to amend our chapter bylaws as identified in the draft following.  The only significant result of the changes will be to allow the chapter to hold one, rather than two, general meetings per year. By a show of hands at our June General Meeting, members present indicated support for this change.

     This draft conforms to the latest FMCA “Chapter Bylaws Format”. Places wherein we have discretion are underlined. Places that are both underlined and in bold text are changed from our current Bylaws.

Notice of intent to Amend Standing Rules

     Although advance notice of intent to introduce amendments to Standing Rules is not mandatory, we want members to have early notice of a proposal to make certain changes as identified in the attached draft. The only significant result of the changes will be to allow, for the first time, longer term former members no longer having a motorhome to attend chapter events as guests. 

     The background for developing this change will be explained when a motion is introduced at our fall general meeting. Places that are underlined are changed from our current Standing Rules.

CHAPTER BYLAWS

PERFECT CIRCLE CHAPTER                                                            DRAFT  June , 2010

Revision 5, Effective October 3, 2010

Original Bylaws Adopted June 11, 1987

ARTICLE I – CHAPTER NAME

The name of this not-for-profit organization shall be the Perfect Circle Chapter of the Family Motor Coach Association, Inc., hereinafter referred to as chapter and FMCA.

ARTICLE II – OBJECT

1. PURPOSE: This chapter exists to promote social, recreational, and informational exchange

activities that provide for the enjoyment and pleasurable use of family member coaches.

2. AREA: This chapter shall be authorized to function in the FMCA’s Northeast Area.

3. SCOPE: This chapter will have members with a mutual interest in fun, fellowship, and helping each other and drawn from location of Atlantic Canada and the northeastern United States.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERS

1. ELIGIBILITY: To be eligible for and to maintain membership in the chapter, a person must

be in good standing with FMCA, and meet the dues requirement and provisions set forth in the

bylaws of this chapter.

Membership in this chapter shall not be denied any person because of race, sex, religion, color,

marital or family status, age, nationality, or disability.

2. The term “family Unit,” is defined as a person; his or her spouse, or partner; dependents of

each, regardless of age; non-dependent grandchildren and great-grandchildren aged 18 and

under.

3. The term “membership,” is defined as either a family unit or an individual or individuals

owning a Qualifying Motor Coach who share a membership number.

4. The term “member,” is defined as each adult who, jointly or individually, constitutes a

membership. The voting rights of each member are defined in the description of each

category.

5. A member must own a qualifying motor coach (motorhome) or at least 1/3 interest in a

qualifying motor coach (motorhome) in order to vote or hold office in this chapter.

6. The term “qualifying motor coach,” is defined as a self-propelled, completely self-contained

vehicle that contains all the conveniences of a home, including cooking, sleeping, and

permanent sanitary facilities, and in which the driver’s area is directly accessible in a walking

position from the living quarters. The terms motor coach and motorhome may be used

interchangeably.

7. DUES AND FEES:

A. ANNUAL DUES: Annual payment of chapter and national dues enables persons to

become active members and entitled to all rights and privileges of the chapter and FMCA.

The annual dues for membership in the chapter shall be an amount as the membership shall

establish.

B. RENEWAL: Renewal dues from chapter members become due and payable

on each May 31.

C. INITIAL APPLICATION: Application for new membership shall be accompanied by

payment of annual chapter and national dues (unless already an FMCA member). If an

initial application is accepted after February 28, the dues shall be regarded as

covering the next membership year.

D. INITIATION FEE: New and reinstated members may be required to pay an initiation fee

in an amount to be established by the chapter membership.

E. ARREARS: Any member whose dues remain unpaid for more than two months after

becoming due shall be considered delinquent; after three months  membership is

cancelled.

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS

1. DUTIES OF OFFICERS: The duties of elected officers shall be as defined in the Member and

Volunteer Handbook.

2. TERMS OF OFFICE: The elected officers of this chapter shall serve a two year term of office, or until their successors are elected.

3. RIGHTS AND LIMITATIONS:

A. A member must own a qualifying motor coach (motorhome) or at least 1/3 interest in a

qualifying motor coach (motorhome) in order to vote or hold office in this chapter.

B. An individual FMCA member may hold office(s) in only 1 chapter.

C. Individual FMCA members may hold no more than 2 offices in the same chapter.

D. Any member in good standing may be nominated from the floor for any elective office.

E. Only Full Members, Full Lifetime Members, Life Members, or Honorary Members who

have advanced from one of these classes have the right to hold office in this chapter.

F. No official or member shall become vested of any right, title to, or interest in any chapter

property, except as required by law.

4. EXECUTIVE BOARD

A. The officers of the chapter shall constitute the Executive Board.

B. The Executive Board shall have general supervision of the affairs of the chapter between

    its business meetings. The Board shall be subject to the orders of the chapter, and none of

    its acts shall be in conflict with the chapter or FMCA.

ARTICLE V – COMMITTEES

1. APPOINTMENT: Committee members and chairperson (except Nominating Committee)

shall be appointed by the president.

2. DUTIES: All committees shall function within the policies of the chapter and (except

Nominating Committee) under the direction of the president. Financial reports, vouchers, and

monies due the chapter shall be submitted on a timely basis.

3. QUORUM: A committee quorum shall be a majority of committee members.

ARTICLE VI - CHAPTER ADMINISTRATION

1. AUTHORITY: This chapter shall be democratically self-governed, deriving its existence and

authority from the consent of its membership assembled in meeting or, in certain instances, by

mail vote on stated propositions.

2. ORGANIZATIONAL YEAR: The fiscal and membership year of the chapter shall commence

on June 1 and end  May 31.

3. CHAPTER MEETINGS:

A. TYPES: The term “meeting” shall include coach rallies, campouts, dinner meetings, and

any other gatherings suitable to the function of the chapter.

B. BUSINESS MEETINGS: The chapter must hold at least 1 business meeting each

membership year at which a quorum is present. Said meeting shall be duly announced in

advance to the membership.

C. OFFICER ELECTION: The voting general membership is to elect chapter officers,

including a president, two vice president(s), a secretary, a treasurer, a national

director, an alternate national director, and a Nominating Committee. 

D. QUORUM: A quorum for the transaction of business at any duly-called chapter meeting is

25% of the chapter family unit memberships or 15 family unit memberships, whichever is

less. A quorum for an associate chapter shall be 25% of the chapter family unit

memberships or 15 family unit memberships, whichever is less, but not less than 4.

E. VOTING: Except as specified elsewhere in these bylaws, a simple majority vote of F# and

L# members in good standing and voting shall be required to approve or disapprove any

matter.

The chapter has established that voting will be one vote for each adult member.

Balloting by mail may be undertaken when a proposed matter is voted to be of such

importance or urgency that a total membership vote is advisable.

F. PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS:

 The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s

Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this chapter’s proceedings to which they are

applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution and Bylaws of

FMCA, and the bylaws of this chapter.

4. MAINTAINING AFFILIATION:

This chapter must maintain a minimum of 15 family unit memberships.

The chapter secretary shall furnish to the national office of FMCA, no later than December 31st

each year, a membership list, a list of chapter officers, and assurance that a business meeting

was held.

5. ANNUAL AUDIT:

 An annual audit of the chapter’s financial books and records shall be

undertaken and reported to the membership.

6. APPLICATION OF NATIONAL CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS: 

This chapter accepts and agrees that the chapter bylaws shall conform to any mandatory requirements stipulated in the Constitution and Bylaws of FMCA.

ARTICLE VII – ELECTIONS

1. NOMINATING COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:

           A. The Nominating Committee shall consist of not less than 3 chapter members in good

                standing, nominated and elected every other year by the chapter membership.

     B.  Election of an individual to the Nominating Committee shall not prohibit that person

     from being nominated for elected office.

2. NOMINATING COMMITTEE DUTIES:

A. To select one of its members as Nominating Committee Chairman.

            B. To nominate candidates for the chapter offices of president, two vice president(s),

                 secretary, treasurer, national director, and an alternate national director for the new

                 term to be presented for voting by the chapter membership.

.

            C. To obtain clear acceptance of the nominees to serve the chapter should they be

elected.

            D. To make certain that nominated candidates are members in good standing and

                  qualified under applicable national and chapter bylaws.

            E. To nominate candidates to fill vacancies that occur in elected chapter offices.

ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

1. MANDATORY AMENDMENTS:

     National Bylaw amendments applicable to chapter operations shall be automatically

    adopted by the chapter and are not subject to a vote by the chapter membership.

2. AMENDING PROCEDURE:

          These bylaws may be amended by a 65% affirmative vote of the members present and

          voting at a duly-called meeting, providing that prior notice of at least 30 days has been

          given of the proposition(s) to amend.

          Any member of the chapter may propose amendments to the bylaws.

          Approved amendments to these bylaws become effective immediately upon their adoption,

          or at such time as specified in the amendment.

3. DISTRIBUTION: Copies of changes, additions, amendments, or revisions to these bylaws shall be forwarded to the national office and to the National Area Vice President.

ARTICLE IX - LIQUIDATION AND DISSOLUTION

This chapter of FMCA may be dissolved by a majority vote of chapter members. All of the

remaining assets of the chapter shall be contributed to a qualified non-profit charity or charities.

EFFECTIVE  Octobr3, 2010
“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY”
There is going to be a “50th” Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Albert & Ardyth Rose,    August 14, 2 p.m – 4 p.m. at the Murray Corner United Church, Route 955 in Murray Corner.    Best wishes only 

A  SPECIAL THANK – YOU

To my chauffeur Lorraine Pierce, and to; Glenna Cornford, Margie McLaughlin, Mary MacFayden, Carolyn Beers, Darilyn Hill, Judy Beatty, Shirley Nauss, Linda Boers, Ann Barton, Bonnie Colpitts and Loretta Hill --- a BIG thank you for our wonderful lunch at Holly’s here in Hampton on June 24th.You are all such wonderful  friends and it was nice seeing you all again. Maybe I will get to see some of you at the Balloon Fest in Sussex. Thanks again and food for thought ----- “Friendship is the gold thread that ties hearts together.”               Much Love to you all, Fran Reid

**********************************************************************************
NEW MEMBERS

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Perfect Circle Chapter of FMCA.  We hope you will join in our circle and be an active member and have lots of fun and great friendships with our group.   Welcome to:  Darlene & Hugh Hunter of Fredericton, N. B.

                                     David & Marie Wilson of Saint John, N. B.

**********************************************************************************

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES

Albert Rose:
tworoses5@bellaliant.com
Ardyth Rose:
rosemurcor@bellaliant.com 

Sandra & Warren Seeley:
sandrawarren@xplornet.ca 

WOMEN ON WHEELS

     Well it was indeed a treat to see the colorful red and purple colors dashing between the raindrops at the Spring Rally when we arrived at the Wharf restaurant for a Ladies Luncheon.  What a great way to brighten a rainy, dull day, get all dressed up, put on hat and go out to lunch with friends !!  We certainly are eye catching in our colors. 

     650 Women all decked out in their red and purple attire certainly got the attention of Saint John people on the weekend of June 12. What a sight to see as they marched down King St. holding their respective Chapter banners, all dressed in red and purple, feathers flying, ladies singing and waving proud to be part of the Red Hat Society.  The 2010 Red Hat Hoot committee had things well organized and what plans they had for us.  We had great entertainment, even when it wasn’t planned entertainment, we got that too.  They had buses to take us to the mall shopping, that too was a story, as it was an articulated bus which jack-knifed as it tried to make a “U” turn at the wrong hotel. No  one was injured.  It was just that the driver tried to do a quick turn that left him high and dry and nowhere to go.  So you see, you just never know where there will be some excitement when there is a group of women together.  We had food, fun, and laughter.  We met old friends and made new friends.  We saw elegant hats, funny hats, weird hats and everything in between. It was absolutely great and all we had to do was be at the events at a certain time.  I didn’t hear a complaint all weekend,  so you know that everyone was having a good time.  Start planning now  to attend next year’s Red Hat Hoot as it is being hosted in Moncton.  The Hoot dates are June 3,4,5, 2011 at the Delta.  Make your hotel reservations now,  as I understand the hotel is almost full, if not full by now.

     We have a new Women on Wheels member, Barb McLellan. Barb joined our group at the Spring rally.  Welcome Barb, I hope you enjoy getting to know the girls in our Red Hat Chapter and our Red Hat outings.  We welcome any Perfect Circle Ladies to join our Red Hat Chapter, if they so choose. Remember gals, our dress code is a red hat and a purple outfit, unless it is your birthday month, at which time we reverse our colors (a purple hat and a red outfit).

     It is wonderful news that Doreen Mc Laughlin and Darilyn Hill are both mobile again.  Doreen, after a nasty fall and Darilyn after having both knees replaced.  Good recovery time girls,  not easy what determination you both must have had to get back on track so quickly.! 

     Our next get together will probably be in Sussex and then in Quispamsis. So until the next time “Enjoy life, fill it with fun, laughter and good friends.”   

Lots of hugs from, Queen Mommy Marie

BULLETIN EDITOR’S MESSAGE                                        by Brenda Sullivan
     Well hasn’t the summer been great!  Going by too fast, and a bit on the muggy side, but great.  This newsletter sure has a lot of interesting items in it.  July is the busy issue, after the Spring Rally.   

     I had a surprise “65th” birthday party for John in June, and he was surprised!  He thought we were going to a show & shine at friends, and there were around 60 friends and family there to help celebrate.  It was suppose to  be a retirement party also, but he is now the proud owner/driver of a dump truck.  At least he is home every night, no stress and is working here on the new highway section around Welsford.

          We are busy with the antique car club, friends at bluegrass festivals, preparing for the Sussex Flea Market, and getting things started for the Sussex Balloon Fiesta Rally, (a couple of good changes at this rally.)

     Remember, send in some interesting items for the newsletter.  Help me make it more interesting.  Send pictures for the web page.  Check out the web page.  New pictures will be on there soon from the Spring Rally, plus more.  I am starting a new photo splash on the web.  I want to put a picture of each couple standing in front of their unit, so be ready to say “cheese,” please.  If you wish to have someone take the picture and send it to me, that would be great or I will be around with my camera.  Happy travels, go safe, good health and see you soon.

“TOUR TO THE ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO”
     The Tattoo is presented annually by the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo Society with support from the Government of Canada, the Province of Nova Scotia, the Canadian Forces, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Halifax Regional Municipality and the Corporate Community.  

     In the 17th Century, in the Dutch villages, drummers marched through the streets summoning the British soldiers to return to their quarters from the taverns and inns .A drumbeat signaling innkeepers to “ doe den tap toe” or “ turn off the taps” was shortened to “Tattoo”.

     The phrase now heralds the amazing entertainment highlighted by marching bands , hundreds of musicians, acrobats, dancers and military competitions .The unique and varied talent of hundreds of Canadians and international military and civilian  performers makes the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo the world’s largest annual indoor show.  

     Now having said that, this year we were able to attend this unbelievable show with 48 Perfect Circle members and a few of their friends on a tour bus.  31of those attending met on Saturday evening, indulged in a happy Hour and then off we went to have dinner at the Wharf restaurant. And as usual we were our normal quiet group !!Eight of us parked our coaches in Riverview, with the permission of the manager of Sobey’s and the assurance by the local RCMP that they would do drive throughs on Sunday while we were at the Tattoo.48 of us lined up on Sunday morning to board our bus. We had quite a lively bus trip down to Halifax with Jim MacLeod as tail-gater and Bob Mc Laughlin checking over the driver’s shoulder watching the speed. We were in good hands! Our Tour guide was Cialis ( well everyone kept saying “ C Alice") so however you want to spell it, it still works out to be “Cialis”. She was a great Tour guide and put up with a lot of nonsense. 

     It was great to have had some friends and relatives of our Perfect Circle members along for the journey .Doris and Dolan LeBlanc, former members, and Al & Ann Brieger, Larry and Margie’s friends from Texas (which was the Brieger’s  first Maritime trip), came along as well. Derek & Glenna Cornford provided some pretty lively taped music for us and then we were on a roll. We  stopped in Aulac and picked up a couple of stray hitch hickers, who turned out to be Dave & Bev Langille. The old saying goes “ What happened on the bus, stays on the bus”, so I am not at liberty to reveal any of that  .

     We dined at the Halifax Casino, which was part of our bus tour fee, and they offered a tremendous selection of hot and cold foods on their buffet table. The top winner at the gaming tables from our group was Shirley Nauss .Way to go Shirley !! Then off we went to the  Tattoo. We had great seats, marvelous company and watching the best international show in the world .Can’t beat that! I think for most of us we were spellbound. The program was over 3 ½ hours long and it just went from one major performance to the next . What an incredible show!! After a long and exciting day we arrived back in Riverview at 10:00 pm.

     Glynn and I would really like to thank all of you for supporting this new (successful, we would have to say) venture that we have tried for our Chapter. Without all of you, it would have been a lonely bus trip to Halifax for just Glynn and me. Would we organize another bus tour? You want to believe we would, something different of course, and another year .The one thing that we did enjoy, was including some former members and our associate members to join in a full day of being part of the circle once again. Aside from going to the Tattoo, this made this “rally” really special to us. 

Respectfully, and with a heartfelt thank you,
Marie & Glynn
