President’s Notes. July 2009






At the General  Meeting held at the Spring Rally in Saint John on the week-end of June 19th, three new members of the executive were installed, consisting of myself as President, Marie Salter as First Vice-President and Wagon Master, and Alice Regan as Second VP.  Bev Dunn agreed to act as Sunshine Secretary to replace Marie.  Elsewhere in the Bulletin, you will find a full list of the new executive.  We also have a new Nominating Committee consisting of Clint Colpitts, Herb Walsh and Don Hatheway.

The Meeting also appointed Gerry Randall as Auditor to review the 2008 financial statements on behalf of the Membership and to report on them.  I, on behalf of the Club would like to extend thanks to Floyd Freeman, who has performed this task for many years, for his dedicated service.  Even though Floyd recently sold his coach and has resigned his membership in Perfect Circle, we hope to see him and Shirley as guests at future PC events.

Attached to this news letter is a survey form asking for your input. The form was distributed at the Spring Rally, but only about 8 have been returned.  I thank those of you who took the time to complete and return the form and urge those who have not yet done so, to do it as soon as possible.   Please email your responses to me at maybhome@rogers.com or mail them to Frank Boers, 4 Devonayer Crt, Rothesay N.B. E2E 6E2. It is clear from the surveys returned at the Spring Rally that many of you would like to see changes to the rally schedule, venues and programs. However, we need broad input so we can endeavor to meet as many requirements as possible. Marie Salter as the new Wagon Master (Mistress??), also feels that changes are required to re-kindle interest and participation in the rallies.  So, look for updates as plans develop!

I believe that due to the shrinking Membership in FMCA and the individual Chapters, including our own, we have to increase our participation and attendance at events organized by neighbouring chapters. It will allow each Chapter to organize fewer events thereby reducing workload on its membership, while still maintaining the overall number of rallies available to all Members.  Please see details of upcoming rallies by Maine Wheels and Scotian Roamers in this News Letter and if possible try to attend one or both.

Cont’d










Brenda Sullivan has been updating the website and it now shows the full schedule of rallies for the region, as well as an updated contact list. She is looking for pictures of previous rallies to post so if you have any you want to share, please email them to her. Great work Brenda! Thanks.

With respect to the reduction in memberships, we were very fortunate to sign up three new members at recent rallies.  We will also shortly be providing details about materials available to create awareness about FMCA and the PC Chapter to potential new members.  As was mentioned at the General Meeting if each of us brings in one new member this year, we will double the size of the Club. I, for one would be happy if we could increase the active Membership by 18 couples this year and challenge all of you to help me achieve that goal.

Waving the Flag. 

At the Spring Rally there were some questions raised re the hanging of the flags.  This appears to be a confusing situation and I refer any interested parties to the Government of Canada website at: http:/www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/etiqtt/101-eng.cfm for the official word on the matter.

Lastly, I would like to thank Paul and Ann Barton for delivering a very fine and well organized Spring Rally. While the weather was not the greatest, the fellowship, food and wine made up for it. Thanks to all who helped and all who attended.  A special thank you to the contingent from Maine Wheels who came a long way. (As did Ken and Carol McAllister and Reg and Fran Murphy!)

Frank Boers   

NATIONAL   DIRECTOR’S    REPORT                                              

           
     Leah and I regretted missing the St. Martins Rally since we were in Ottawa, but we’re sure glad we were able to be back in time for the Spring Rally. Frank, Linda, Paul and Ann and their helpers did a bang up job – thanks again folks! Attendance was down somewhat, and the weatherman wasn’t especially kind, but everything else was perfect. And it was nice to see so many of our friends from south of the border. It was great also to meet the several new and nearly-new members – welcome aboard folks. 
National/Area News

Upcoming rallies of possible interest include:

FMCA Summer Convention -- July 20-23, 2009, Bowling Green, Ohio

Northeast Area Rally – August 12-15, Essex Junction, Vermont

Our Chapter is very pleased to have Paul DuBois as our Temporary Delegate at the Bowling Green Governing Board Meeting. As many of you know, he is the current President of Our Northeast Area, and our incoming National Vice-President. Given the present state of the economy and the RV industry, and seriously declining FMCA revenues, some difficult issues will be addressed at this meeting. 
     Don Hathaway, Frank Boers and I held a telephone meeting with Paul to review the most crucial issues to be decided. It was nice to learn that we are all ‘on the same page’ philosophically. We want to see FMCA remain strong, maintain the most highly valued services to members, and continue a strong presence in the industry. Ideally this can be done and still maintain a balanced budget. But if necessary, FMCA should spend a modest amount of the still very healthy surplus. As one candidate for National President put it, the surplus was built up over many years in order to ‘save for a rainy day’ - and hey, it’s raining!

     The Essex Junction Rally promises to be a good one and we hope that many Perfect Circlers will be there.                           
                                   Happy travels                   John and Leah Devlin           
   1St Vice-President / Wagonmaster’s Report    July/09

     As I step into the position of 1st Vice –President and Wagonmaster, I must say it is a little over whelming to move so quickly into such a responsible position on the Executive of Perfect Circle Chapter. This was not a planned move for me, as I thought by giving up the “Sunshine Committee” that I would just sit back and reap the rewards of everyone else’s work. I soon realized that for any group to be successful ,we must all help carry the load and any contribution to a group, will make the load lighter for everyone. So here we go, and hang onto your hat, no matter what color it may be.

     As I mentioned at the Spring Rally, I do hope to “stir the pot” re our rallies and their venues. Some changes you may welcome others you may be dis-appointed with, butlet’s just try some changes for next year. Our membership numbers are down, which drastically affects our rallies. So, one recommendation that I would like to make is this; if each member could increase our membership with three (even one) new couples, we would bring some fresh ideas into our group. It would also lesson the work load on the remaining Chapter members, who have worked so hard over the years to have a vibrant and enthusiastic Chapter. So let’s really try to encourage new members to join our Chapter.

     Secondly, our rally masters have always put so much effort into our rallies, which has made our rallies so successful and desirable for us to attend. We have to make our rallies so much fun and different, that members will not want to miss them. Hopefully, they will overlook: high fuel costs other activities that are going on somewhere else; lawns that need mowing, etc.; anything that keeps them from attending our rallies. Therefore, we have to make our rallies interesting, we have to host rallies in different parts of the Maritimes, take in interesting events. We don’t necessarily have to have large rallies, we have to have interesting rallies.

     As Wagonmaster, these are my goals, but I need your help and your support to go forward with this. We have three rallies already in the planning works for next year. Of these three, only the Spring rally is an annual event, the other two will be new to us. We are looking at different events around the province to see what may be feasible for us to have a rally in that area. So you can see, we are getting the wheels rolling already for next year.

     Glynn and I will host the rally at Bannisters this year. Check the registration form.

We thank Brenda Sullivan & John Nutter for stepping up to do the Sussex Rally in September. Thanks to Claudette and Don for hosting the Shediac Rally again .There are other rallies going on with other Chapters..check these out as well. Perhaps we could go as a group to one of these out of province rallies. Let’s try some new things.

     So “hang onto your Hat, put on your apron and help me stir the pot”, because it’s the ingredients in the pot that make things interesting.                                     Marie Salter

BULLETIN EDITOR   …… Brenda Sullivan                                        

It’s hard to believe that two months has passed since the last newsletter has been published.  Time sure does fly.  This is a very busy time of year for Perfect Circle.  With the election of new officers, “whew”, what a lot of changes for me to post.  Please take note of all the new officers….. “Women”…., Look out for some good changes.

Lots of great rally opportunities in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Maine.  They all sound great.  I had the chance to meet the Pinkhams, from Maine.  They are going to have a “Piggy” roast at their place.  Check it out. 

Also, John and I are hosting the Atlantic Balloon Fiesta Rally in Sussex this fall.  Hope everyone comes and enjoys themselves.  There shouldn’t be any rain by then. RIGHT?  We will be looking for a few helpers to assist us to make the rally a success.  Ken McAllister and Bun Regan will be looking after the parking again this year.  Thank you guys.  If you would like to help, email us  brenda_john@hotmail.com  or call 506-486-2081, (thanks).

Also, if anyone has any photos they wish to put on our website, please send them via email.  Check out our website!!!
The month of June was a very wet one.  I heard someone ask if anyone was building an “Ark”.  Now that is wet.  But better than the stuff you have to shovel.  So, let’s look forward to good health, great weather, great rallies and wonderful friendships.
Sunshine Secretary Report 


Bev Dunn

Cards were sent to three very special couples who were celebrating their 50th Anniversaries:  Ron & Darilyn Hill, Don & Barb Hatheway and Laurie & Irene Dutcher.   Congratulations to you all.

A sympathy card was sent to Bill (Janet) Sneath, on the loss of his brother.  Our thoughts and prayers are with them.                                                                                          
PAST PRESIDENT REPORT ……  Don Hatheway




    It seems a bit different for me not to be writing a "PRESIDENT"S REPORT" for the Newsletter. However, I am writing this last report as Past President. I want to take this opportunity to thank the Perfect Circle Membership for their help, interest, loyalty, support and encouragement during my watch as President. It was a great experience and an interesting journey. I had the privilege of meeting many new friends and became acquainted with many issues pertaining to the RV industry and our parent organization, "THE FMCA".

     We are entering a very difficult period for a number of reasons. The economic downturn has severely impacted the sale of motor Homes. This has practically stopped the production of new motor homes. Virtually all large manufacturers have cut back production significantly or stopped production completely. FMCA has been dependent on the sponsorship and advertising funds from the Motor Home dealers and manufacturers. These funds have all but dried up.

     The second big problem is that many of our older members are selling their rigs and retiring from the motor home circuit. Because of the demographics of the Baby Boomer generation combined with the economic downturn, our membership numbers are falling sharply. The younger members are just not picking up the slack. The time immediately ahead promises to be very challenging. We all must work hard to retain the membership numbers necessary to sustain the operation and benefits of FMCA. We cannot depend our friends to do it all. This is a wonderful organization which has served us well for many years. We all must work hard to keep this organization viable, affordable and enjoyable without increasing fees or reducing benefits.

     Again, I want to say thank you for your loyalty, support, encouragement and confidence during my term as your president.
                        




WOMEM ON WHEELS 
                              

Well gals, Mommy finally got rested up after the Red Hat Hoot here in Fredericton. I think, from all the remarks that we have had, that the Hoot was a great success. There were 14 Women on Wheels in attendance, which was a great back up boost for me having that many of my own gals there. It was a pretty full week-end .Next year it will be held in Saint John on June 11 week-ends, so put that on your calendar.
We joined in on a ladies luncheon in Saint John at the Spring Rally. Thanks to Loretta for organizing the luncheon and to Linda and Ann for inviting us to come in our Red Hat attire. We have plans to arrange another Luncheon at a rally at Bannisters in Riverglade, so bring your red hat things to this rally as well. Plans are to go to Cornhill Nursery for a Ladies Luncheon on Saturday, Aug 15.
Then of course we will have the Ladies luncheon, also red hat attire for WOW, in Sussex. We will  be having the luncheon at the Fairway Inn, in Sussex on Saturday,Sept.12 at 12;00 noon. Please note that this is a change in restaurants for some of you .The restaurant is located off Hwy 1, Exit 193. It will be a WOW and a ladies Luncheon so all ladies are invited to attend. We will need drivers for this, so anyone that can drive please let me know.
We have sent a “Sunshine Basket” to Barb Holleran who is going through a difficult time with her health. So do keep Barb in your prayers.
By the time you receive this newsletter you will know that Mommy has finally flipped her hat. I passed in my resignation from the Sunshine Committee to take a break from any Perfect Circle Executive duties and the plan was to coast for a while. However, in the first two days at the Spring Rally, that all changed. So I do believe that I jumped from the frying pan into the fire. At any rate, because the Nominating Committee had no one to take over as Ist Vice President, they approached me again to re-consider, and after much, much thinking, I agreed to do this. There will now be two Women on Wheels’ members who have begun their new duties; I as 1st Vice president and Alice Regan as 2nd Vice. We will certainly need all your support, as we both take on these positions.
 I will still be your Chapter Queen; I have just added another hat to my wardrobe and a bit more responsibilities to my daily planner. Hope to see you at Bannisters and Sussex Rally              Respectfully submitted,             Queen Mommy Marie
St. Martins Rally 2009,          







An intrepid group of 25 coaches gathered at Century Farms Family Campground in St. Martins on the week-end of June 14th. As is usually the case in St. Martins at this time of the year, we had a mix of fog, drizzle and rain with some sunshine mixed in. Oh well, let’s be honest we had a deluge all Friday but the lobsters got boiled and they did taste pretty good!!

Saturday was a better day with sunshine and comfortable temperatures. As this was an informal rally, there were no organized events. However, Happy Hours on both days did happen, most of us did meet for lunch at local eateries and the Moran’s, the Campground owners provided a large cake for one of the Happy Hours St. Martins Rally 2009.   They also provided musical entertainment for Saturday evening. A visiting fiddler from Northern Ontario who was staying at the Park made a great contribution to the event as well.

We welcomed two new members to their first Perfect Circle rally: Armand and Caroline Bourque and Everett and Barb Freeze Dickie. Welcome folks and we hope to see you at future rallies.                  Frank & Linda Boers, Rally Masters
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A special “Welcome” to our newest members of Perfect Circle.

Armand & Caroline Bourque, Quispamsis, N. B.

Ken & Carmelle Cochrane, Riverview, N. B.

Jack & Pam Creamer, Saint John, N. B.

Bill & Alverna Simpson, Quispamsis, N. B.

2009 Spring Rally Report.







The 2009 Perfect Circle Spring rally was held at the EPR Raceway in Saint John on the week-end of June 19-21.  35 coaches were in attendance and Rally Masters Paul and Ann Barton produced a well organized and smooth running rally. 

Many of the coaches arrived on Thursday, including 7 units from Maine Wheels. and were parked by Ken McAllister and crew. An impromptu Happy Hour was organized for that afternoon. 

The balance of the coaches arrived on Friday and we were very happy to see Lloyd and Jean Molyneaux arrive safe and sound. They did not quite make it to the St. Martins rally the previous week-end due to a car accident. We also welcomed Sam and Patty Allan, the Regional VP North East Area and the Brisson’s, a couple from British Columbia who heard about the rally from the Maine Wheels group as they were stopped at the Visitors centre at Musquash. We also welcomed new members and First Timers Bill and Alverna Simpson.  Bill plays a mean accordion as well as the mouth organ and is originally from Newfoundland!

Ann and Paul and their helpers put on three breakfasts (one unscheduled on Friday morning) as well as arranged for a Subway dinner on Friday and a great Chinese buffet for Saturday evening. Happy Hours featured wine brewed by Frank Boers and a non-alcoholic punch prepared by Linda Boers. The Ladies Lunch on Saturday was organized by Loretta Hill and the WOW chapter of the Red Hatters joined them.

Bruce Holder and his band provided listening and dancing music in the evening.

Throughout the rally we were able to hold a number of draws for $50.00 Gas cards courtesy of Irving Oil Ltd. Irving Oil has been a substantial supporter of the Spring rally for many years and we appreciate their assistance.

Sunday morning after breakfast, Bev Dunn held another of her inspiring Sunday morning Prayer Services.  This was followed by the General Meeting. The rally concluded with a feast of October Fest sausages with all the trimmings professionally prepared by Paul Barton and Clint Colpitts.

A word about the weather. Yes, it did rain buckets on Friday night and most of Saturday.  However, this time the roof did not leak!!
On behalf of the rally masters, 
Frank Boers
UP AND COMING RALLIES




Rallymasters
August 12-15:

FMCA North East Area






 
Essex Junction, Vermont

August 14-16:

Perfect Circle Rally


Glynn/Marie Salter





(Bannisters, Riverglade, N.B)

August????


Scotian  Roamers


TBA





Rustico, PEI

August 21-23:

Maine Wheels


Bill/Gwen Gatcomb



Winthrop, Me

        Bill/ Dianna Pinkham


September 11-13

Perfect Circle Rally


Brenda Sullivan &



Sussex  Balloon Fiesta

John Nutter




Sussex, N. B.

September 17-20

Scotian Roamers Rally

Joe/Helena Reddick





Little Brook





Digby Co., N. S.
	
	Items for sale:  New Goodyear tire G159, 275-7R22, 

                           Call:   Armand Bourque      506-847-5495

                           Blue ox hitch, and/or base plate for 2005 Jetta  (asking $250.00 for

                           both or can be sold separately.)   

                           Call:       John Nutter          506-486-2081   brenda_john@hotmail.com

Wanted to purchase:  Tow bar brake for a diesel Motorhome (or a Brake Buddy)

                                       Call:   Glynn Salter    506-455-4256   glma@rogers.com 

New email address:   Glenna/Derek Cornford     glencorn@gmail.com



